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This is a list of reputed martyrs of Christianity. The list can never be fully complete, and it includes 

only notable people with Wikipedia articles. Not all Christian denominations accept every figure on 
this list as a martyr or Christian; see the linked articles for fuller discussion. In many denominations 
of Christianity, martyrdom is considered a direct path to sainthood and many names on this list are 
recognized as saints in one or more denominations. 
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Apostolic Age—1ist centuryjedit] 
According to Acts of the Apostlesjedit| 


e Saint Stephen M:s7:58-60) 


e James. son of Zebedee Mcisi2:121 


According to Josephus[edit| 


e James, brother of Jesus " 
According to early Christian tradition[edit] 


e Saint Peter, first attested by Tertullian about AD 2002 
e Paul the Apostle, first attested by Ignatius probably about AD 1108 


According to late or local Christian tradition[edit] 


e Mark the Evangelist! 

e Philip the Apostle - conflicting accounts © 

e Andrew the Apostle® 

e Jude the Apostle 4 

e Bartholomew the Apostle - conflicting accounts! 
e Thomas the Apostle®! 


Largely or wholly legendary/edit/ 


e Simon the Zealot, varying and contradictory late traditions. tam 


Age of Martyrdom—2nd to 4th centuries{edit| 


According to early Christian tradition[edit| 
With historical attestation within a hundred years of the event|edit] 


e Polycarp of Smyrna£a 
e Justin Martyr"3 
e  Scillitan Martyrs!“ 


e Perpetua and Felicity!" 
e Ptolemaeus and Lucius! 


e Pothinus, bishop of Lyon, with Blandina and several others, the "Martyrs of Lyon and 
Vienne" tis 

e Pope Fabian!” 

e Saint Sebastian?” 

e Shmona and Gurya?"! 


e Saint Agnes?! 
e Felix and Adauctus”*! 


e Marcellinus and Peter! 
e Forty Martyrs of Sebaste?=! 
e Euphemia®® 


e Cyprian?’ 
e Tarcisius 


With historical attestation more than a hundred years after the event(edit| 


e Saint Alban?8 


e Ignatius of Antioch?! 
e Gelasinus®” 


e Saint Pancras! 
e Saint Valentine®2! 
e Saint Petronilla®*! 


Largely or wholly legendary/edit| 


e Saint Afra 24 

e Saint George®®! 

e Januarius® 

e Vincent of Saragossa!” 

e Saint Behnam®®! 

e Saint Lucy!’ 

e Lawrence of Rome“ 

e Saint Cecilia! 

e Catherine of Alexandria’?! 
e Vitus" 

e Pelagia of Tarsus! 

e Sophia the Martyr and her three daughters Faith, Hope and Charity!5! 


Middle Ages—s5th to 15th centuriesļedit] 


e Valentine and Engratia, ca. 715, Hermit martyrs of Segovia 
e Ludmila of Bohemia, 921 

e King Edward the Martyr, 979 

e Jovan Vladimir, 1014 

e Stanislaus of Szczepanów, 1079 

e Saint Thomas Becket, 1170 

e Buzád Hahót, 1241 

e Tsar Lazar, 1389 

e John of Nepomuk, 1393 

e John Huss (Jan Huss), 1415 


e Jerome of Prague, 1416 
e Joan of Arc, 1431 


Reformation Era—16th centuryjedit] 


e Jan de Bakker, 1525, burned at the stake 
e Felix Manz, 1527 

e Patrick Hamilton, 1528 

e George Blaurock, 1529 

e St Thomas More, 1535, executed 

e StJohn Fisher, 1535 

e William Tyndale, 1535 

e Carthusian Martyrs, 1535-1537 

e St. Arthur of Glastonbury, 1539 


e Margaret Pole, 1541 


Juan de Padilla, Spanish missionary to New Mexico, 1542 
Anne Askew, 1546 

George Wishart, 1546 

Matthew Hammond, 1549 

Luis de Cancer, Spanish missionary to La Florida, 1549 
Lady Jane Grey, 1554 

Hugh Latimer, 1555 

Nicholas Ridley, 1555 

Rowland Taylor, 1555 

John Hooper, 1555 


John Rogers, 1555 
William Hunter, 1555 


Lawrence Saunders, 1555 

Thomas Cranmer, 1556 

Dirk Willems, 1569 

Martyrs of Gorkum, 1572, including Nicholas Pieck and John of Cologne 
St Edmund Campion, 1581 

Margaret Ball, 1584 

The Forty Martyrs of England and Wales, various dates 


Modern Era—17th to 21st centuries{edit] 


Martyrs of Japan, 1597-1639, (see also Kakure Kirishitan) 
Francis Taylor, 1621 

Vietnamese Martyrs, 1625 - 1886 

Magdalene of Nagasaki, 1634 

Lorenzo Ruiz, 1637 


Canadian Martyrs, North American Martyrs, 1642-1649 
Arthur Bell, O.F.M., 1643 


Isaac Jogues, S.J., 1646 

John de Britto, 1647-1693, born in Portugal and beheaded in India 
Francis Ferdinand de Capillas, O.P., 1648, missionary to China 
Diego Luis de San Vitores, S.J., and Pedro Calungsod, 1672 
Feodosia Morozova, 1675, Russian Old Believer 

Oliver Plunkett, 1681, Archbishop of Armagh 

Felipe Songsong, S.J., 1685 


Devasahayam Pillai, 1712-1752 
Constantin Brancoveanu, 1714 


Vicente Liem de la Paz, O.P., 1773 

Luis Jayme, O.F.M., Spanish missionary to Alta California, 1775 

Cosmas of Aetolia, 1779 

Francisco Garcés, Spanish missionary to Alta California, 1781 

Martyrs of Compiegne, 1794 

Andrés Quintana, Spanish missionary to Alta California, 1812 

Chinese Martyrs (various Christian denominations), 19th and 20th centuries 
Pedro Marieluz Garces, 1825 

Andrew Dung-Lac (Vietnamese Catholic), 1839 


Hyrum Smith, 1844 
Korean Martyrs, 1839, 1846, 1866 
Peter Chanel, S.M., 1841 
Andrew Kim Taegon, 1846 
Marcus Whitman, Narcissa Whitman, and companions, 1847 
Lucy Yi Zhenmei, one of the 19th century Chinese Catholic Martyrs, 1862 
Thomas Baker, 1867, English missionary killed and eaten, Fiji 
Martyrs of Uganda, 1885-1887 
Victor Emilio Moscoso Cardenas, S.J., 1897 
Amandina of Schakkebroek, F.M.M., 1900 
Maria Goretti (also a rape victim), 1902 
Armenian Martyrs, 1915-19234 
Grand Duchess Elizabeth Fyodorovna, 1918 
Tsar Nicholas Il of Russia and Family, 1918 
Nun Barbara (Yakovleva), 1918 
Gregory of Cydonia, 1922 
Saints of the Cristero War 1926-1927, including: 
o Miguel Pro, S.J., 1927 
o Cristóbal Magallanes Jara, 1927 
o Mateo Correa Magallanes, 1927 
Toribio Romo Gonzalez, 1928 
Manche Masemola, (1913-1928) 
José Sanchez del Rio 1928 
Innocencio of Mary Immaculate, C.P., 1934 
Bartolome Blanco Marquez, 1936 
Martyrs of the Spanish Civil War 1934, 1936-1939 
Alexander Hotovitzky, 1937 
Peter of Jesus Maldonado, 1937 
Paul Schneider (pastor), 1939 
Martyrs of Songkhon, 1940 
Maximilian Kolbe, O.F.M.Cap., 1941, died at Auschwitz 
Edith Stein O.C.D., 1942, died at Auschwitz 
Gorazd, 1942, Bishop of Prague 
Lucian Tapiedi, 1942 
Franz Jagerstatter, 1943 
Dusty Miller, 1945, a Methodist layman killed as a P.O.W. of the Japanese in Thailand during 
World War II 
Marcel Callo, 1945 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 1945, Lutheran pastor and member of the German Resistance 
Rolando Rivi, fourteen-year-old seminarian, 1945 
Peter To Rot, 1945 
Martyrs of Albania, 1945-1974 
Theodore Romzha, 1947, Ruthenian Eparch of Mukachevo 
Nykyta Budka, 1949, Ukrainian Bishop of Canada, died in Soviet gulag 
Beda Chang, S.J., 1951 
Alberto Hurtado, S.J., 1952 
Francis Xavier Ford, M.M., 1952 
Martyrs of Laos, 1954-1970 


Zdenka Cecilia Schelingova, 1955 
Jim Elliot, 1956 


Nate Saint, 1956, killed while attempting to evangelize the Waodani people 


Ed McCully, 1956 


Pete Fleming, 1956 


Boyax Baga, 1956 
ChengHua Yu, 1956 


Esther John 1929-1960, Found Killed in Chichawatni commemorated at Westminster Abbey. 


Wang Zhiming, 1973, Chinese pastor, publicly executed 
Martyrs of La Rioja, 1976 

Janani Jakaliya Luwum, 1977, Archbishop of Uganda 
Oscar Romero, 1980, Archbishop of San Salvador 
lta Ford, M.M., 1980 

Maura Clarke, M.M., 1980 

Dorothy Kazel, O.S.U., 1980 

Jean Donovan, 1980 

Martyrs of Algeria, 1994-1996 

Rani Maria Vattalil, 1995 

Kosheh Martyrs, Egypt, 1998-2000 

Rufus Halley, S.S.C., 2001 

Martin Burnham, 2002 

Mary Stachowicz, 2002 

Andrea Santoro, 2006 

Fabianus Tibo, 2006 


Leonella Sgorbati, 2006 
Ragheed Ganni and companions, 2007 


Paulos Faraj Rahho, 2008, Chaldean Archeparch of Mosul 
Nicholas Pillai Pakiaranjith, 2008 

Nag Hammadi martyrs, Egypt 2010 
Baghdad martyrs, 2010 

Luigi Padovese, 2011 

Shahbaz Bhatti, 2011 

Nigerian martyrs, 2012 

Frans van der Lugt, S.J., 2014 

Christians (ù) martyred by ISIL, 2014-2019 
Jacques Hamel, Normandy 2016 

Cairo martyrs, 2016 

Alexandria martyrs, 2017 

Sutherland Springs martyrs, 2017 


Timeline of 
antisemitism 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

Jump to navigationJump to search 

This is a dynamic list and may never be able to satisfy particular standards for completeness. You 
can help by expanding it with reliably sourced entries. 


This timeline of antisemitism chronicles the facts of antisemitism, hostile actions or discrimination 
against Jews as a religious or ethnic group. It includes events in the history of antisemitic thought, 
actions taken to combat or relieve the effects of antisemitism, and events that affected the 
prevalence of antisemitism in later years. The history of antisemitismcan be traced from ancient 
times to the present day. 


Some authors prefer to use the terms anti-Judaism or religious antisemitism for religious sentiment 
against Judaismbefore the rise of racial antisemitism in the 19th century. For events specifically 
pertaining to the expulsion of Jews, see Jewish refugees. 


Antiquity[edit] 
740 BCE 


The Assyrian captivity (or the Assyrian exile) is the period in the history of Ancient Israel and Judah during which several thousand Israelites of 
ancient Samaria were resettled as captives by Assyria. The Northern Kingdom of Israelwas conquered by the Neo-Assyrian Empire. 


586 BCE 


During the reign of King Nebuchadnezzar II, the Neo-Babylonian Empire destroys the temple in Jerusalem, and captures the Kingdom of 
Judah and 10,000 Jewish families. 


475 BCE 
Haman attempts genocide against the Jews. (Purim). 
175 BCE-165 BCE 


The Deuterocanonical First and Second Books of the Maccabees record that Antiochus IV Epiphanes attempts to erect a statue 
of Zeus in Jerusalem. The festival of Hanukkah commemorates the uprising of the Maccabees against this attempt. 


139 BCE 


Gnaeus Cornelius Scipio Hispanus expels all Jews from the city of Rome. 


124 BCE 


The woman with seven sons was a Jewish martyr, described in 2 Maccabees 7 (2 Maccabees was written c. 124 BCE) and other sources. 
Although unnamed in 2 Maccabees, she is known variously as Hannah,[1] Miriam,[2] and Solomonia.[3] 2 Maccabees states that shortly before 
the revolt of Judas Maccabeus (2 Maccabees 8), Antiochus IV Epiphanes arrested a mother and her seven sons, and tried to force them to 

eat pork. When they refused, he tortured and killed the sons one by one. The narrator mentions that the mother "was the most remarkable of 
all, and deserves to be remembered with special honour. She watched her seven sons die in the space of a single day, yet she bore it bravely 
because she put her trust in the Lord."[4] Each of the sons makes a speech as he dies, and the last one says that his brothers are "dead under 
God's covenant of everlasting life".[5] The narrator ends by saying that the mother died, without saying whether she was executed, or died in 
some other way. 


The Talmud tells a similar story, but with the refusal to worship an idol replacing the refusal to eat pork. Tractate Gittin57b cites Rabbi Judah 
saying that "this refers to the woman and her seven sons" and the unnamed king is referred to as the "Emperor" and "Caesar". The woman 
commits suicide in this rendition of the story: she "also went up on to a roof and threw herself down and was killed". [6] 


Other versions of the story are found in 4 Maccabees (which suggests that the woman might have thrown herself into the flames, 17:1) 
and Josippon (which says she fell dead on her sons' corpses[1]). 


63 BCE 


12,000 Jews die and many more are sent into the diaspora as a result of Pompey's conquest of the East. 


59 BCE 
Cicero criticizes Jews for being too influential in public assemblies. He also refers to Jews and Syrians as "races born to be slaves." [7] 
38 BCE 


Anti-Jewish riots erupt in Alexandria, countless Jews are killed, synagogues are defiled, Jewish leaders are publicly scourged, and the Jewish 
population is confined to one quarter of the city.[8][9 


First century[edit] 
19 CE 


Roman Emperor Tiberius expels Jews from Rome. Their expulsion is recorded by the Roman historical writers Suetonius, Josephus, and Cassius 
Dio. 


37-41 CE 
Thousands of Jews killed by mobs in the Alexandrian pogrom, as recounted by Philo of Alexandria in Flaccus. 
50 CE 


Jews are ordered by Roman Emperor Claudius "not to hold meetings", in the words of Cassius Dio (Roman History, 60.6.6). Claudius later 
expelled Jews from Rome, according to both Suetonius ("Lives of the Twelve Caesars", Claudius, Section 25.4) and Acts 18:2. 


66-73 CE 


The Great Jewish Revolt against the Romans is crushed by Vespasian and Titus. Titus refuses to accept a wreath of victory, because there is "no 
merit in vanquishing people forsaken by their own God." (Philostratus, Vita Apollonii)[citation needed]. The events of this period were recorded 
in detail by the Jewish-Roman historian Josephus. His record is largely sympathetic to the Roman point of view and it was written 

in Rome under Roman protection; hence it is considered a controversial source. Josephus describes the Jewish revolt as being led by "tyrants," 

to the detriment of the city, and he describes Titus as having "moderation" in his escalation of the Siege of Jerusalem (70). 


70 CE 
Over 1,000,000 Jews perish and 97,000 are taken as slaves following the destruction of the Second Temple. 
73 CE 


Almost all historical information on Masada is from first-century Jewish Roman historian Josephus.[10][11] A Roman governor had a legion lay 
siege to Masada, a mountain fortress.[11] They built a 114 m (375 ft) high assault ramp, during probably two to three months of siege, and then 
breached the fortress with a battering ram on 16 April.[12]According to Josephus, presumably based upon Roman commander commentaries 
accessible to him, when Romans entered the fortress they found its defendants had set all buildings but food storerooms ablaze and committed 
mass suicide or killed each other, 960 men, women, and children in total. [11] Israel Defense Forces (IDF) Chief of staff, Moshe Dayan, began 
having the swearing-in ceremony of Armoured Corps soldiers on top of Masada, ending with, "Masada shall not fall again.".[10] 


94 CE 


Fabrications of Apion in Alexandria, Egypt, including the first recorded case of blood libel. Juvenal writes anti-Jewish poetry. Josephus picks 
apart contemporary and old antisemitic myths in his work Against Apion.[13 


96 CE 


Titus Flavius Clemens, nephew of the Roman Emperor Vespasian and supposed convert to Judaism is put to death on charges of atheism. 


100 CE 


Tacitus writes anti-Jewish polemic in his Histories (book 5). He reports on several old myths of ancient antisemitism (including that of the 
donkey's head in the Holy of Holies), but the key to his view that Jews "regard the rest of mankind with all the hatred of enemies" is his analysis 
of the extreme differences between monotheistic Judaism and the polytheism common throughout the Roman world. 


Second century[edit] 
115-117 


Thousands of Jews are killed during civil unrest in Egypt, Cyprus, and Cyrenaica, as recounted by Cassius Dio. 


119 


Roman Emperor Hadrian bans circumcision, making Judaism de facto illegal. 


132-135 


Crushing of the Bar Kokhba revolt. According to Cassius Dio 580,000 Jews are killed. Hadrian orders the expulsion of Jews from Judea, which is 
merged with Galilee in order to form the province of Syria Palaestina. The purpose of this name change was to suppress the Jewish people's 
connection to their historic homeland (Judea / Land of Israel). (For other antisemitic actions resulting from this name change, see events 

of 1967 below) Although large Jewish populations remain in Samaria and Galilee, with Tiberias as the headquarters of exiled Jewish patriarchs, 
this is the start of the Jewish diaspora. Hadrian constructs a pagan temple to Jupiter at the site of the Temple in Jerusalem, builds Aelia 
Capitolina among the ruins of Jerusalem.[14] 


136 


Hadrian renames Jerusalem to Aelia Capitolina and builds a Roman monument over the site of the Temple Mount. Jews are banned from 
visiting. Judea is renamed Palestine to suppress the Jewish connection with the land. 


167 


Earliest known accusation of Jewish deicide (the notion that Jews were held responsible for the death of Jesus), made in a sermon On the 
Passover, attributed to Melito of Sardis. 


175 


Apollinaris the Apologist writes two books against the Jews. 


Third century[edit] 

212 

Emperor Caracalla allows all Jewish men within the Roman Empire to become full Roman citizens. 
224 

Jews in Italy face forced conversion. 

250 

Jews of Carthage are expelled. 

259 

The Jewish community of Nehardea is destroyed. 


Fourth century[edit] 


306 
The Synod of Elvira bans intermarriage between Christians and Jews. Other social intercourses, such as eating together, are also forbidden. 
315 


Constantine | enacts various laws regarding the Jews: Jews are not allowed to own Christian slaves or to circumcise their slaves. Conversion of 
Christians to Judaism is outlawed. Congregations for religious services are restricted, but Jews are also allowed to enter the restituted 
Jerusalem on the anniversary of the Temple's destruction. 


325 
Jews are expelled and banned from Jerusalem. 
325 


First Ecumenical Council of Nicaea. The Christian Church separates the calculation of the date of Easter from the Jewish Passover: "It was ... 
declared improper to follow the custom of the Jews in the celebration of this holy festival, because, their hands having been stained with crime, 
the minds of these wretched men are necessarily blinded.... Let us, then, have nothing in common with the Jews, who are our adversaries. ... 
avoiding all contact with that evil way. ... who, after having compassed the death of the Lord, being out of their minds, are guided not by sound 
reason, but by an unrestrained passion, wherever their innate madness carries them. ... a people so utterly depraved. ... Therefore, this 
irregularity must be corrected, in order that we may no more have any thing in common with those parricides and the murderers of our Lord. ... 
no single point in common with the perjury of the Jews."[15][16 


330 

Rabbah bar Nahmani is forced to flee to the forest where he dies. 

339 

Intermarriage between Christians and Jews is banned in the Roman Empire, declaring the punishment death. 
351 


Book burning of Jewish texts in Persia.[citation needed] 


351-352 


Jewish revolt against Constantius Gallus. Jews rise up against the corrupt rule of Gallus. Many towns are destroyed, thousands are killed. 


353 
Constantius II institutes a law stating that any Christian who converts to Judaism will have their property confiscated. 
361 


Roman Emperor Julian the Apostate, allows the Jews to return to "Holy Jerusalem which you have for many years longed to see rebuilt" and to 
rebuild the Temple. 


379 
Milan Synagogue Burning. 
380 


St. Gregory of Nysa calls Jews "murders of the Lord, assassins of the prophets, rebels and detesters of God, companions of the devils, a race of 
vipers." 


361-363 


Roman Emperor Julian the Apostate, allows the Jews to return to "holy Jerusalem which you have for many years longed to see rebuilt" and to 
rebuild the Temple. 


386 


John Chrysostom of Antioch writes eight homilies called Adversus Judaeos (lit: Against the Judaizers). See also: Christianity and antisemitism. 


388 


A Christian mob incited by the local bishop plunders and burns down a synagogue in Callinicum. Theodosius | orders that those responsible be 
punished, and the synagogue is rebuilt at the Christians’ expense. Ambrose of Milan insists in his letter that the whole case be dropped. He 
interrupts the liturgy in the emperor's presence with an ultimatum that he will not continue until the case is dropped. Theodosius complies. 


399 


The Western Roman Emperor Honorius calls Judaism superstitio indigna and confiscates gold and silver collected by the synagogues for 
Jerusalem. 


Fifth century[edit] 

408 

Roman laws pass which prohibit Jews from setting fire to Haman, stating that they are mocking Christianity. 
415 


A Jewish uprising in Alexandria claims the lives of many Christians.[17] Bishop Cyril forces his way into the synagogue, expels the Jews (some 
authors estimate the numbers of Jews expelled up to 100 thousand [18][19]) and gives their property to the mob. Later, near Antioch, Jews are 
accused of ritual murder during Purim.[20] Christians confiscate the synagogue. Jews call it "415 C.E. Alexandria Expulsion".[21 


415 


An edict issued by the Emperors Honorius and Theodosius || ban building new Synagogues and converting non-Jews to Judaism. 


418 


The first record of Jews being forced to convert or face expulsion. Severus, the Bishop of Menorca, claimed to have forced 540 Jews to accept 
Christianity upon conquering the island. The synagogue in Magona, now Port Mahon the capital of Menorca, is burned. 


419 


The monk Barsauma (not to be confused with the famous Bishop of Nisibis) gathers a group of followers and for the next three years, he 
destroys synagogues throughout the province of Palestine. 


425 
The final nasi of the ancient Sanhedrin Gamliel VI is executed by the Roman Empire. This subsequently ended the Jewish patriarchate. 
429 


The East Roman Emperor Theodosius II orders that all funds raised by Jews to support their schools be turned over to his treasury. 


438 


Theodosius II's wife visits Jerusalem, and arranges for Jews to visit and pray at the ruins of the Temple Mount. This leads to Jews emigrating to 
Jerusalem, where some are killed after being stabbed and stoned by local monks. At the trial for the deaths the monks claimed that the stones 
fell from heaven and that were acquitted. 


439 


The Codex Theodosianus, the first imperial compilation of laws. Jews are prohibited from holding important positions involving money, 
including judicial and executive offices. The ban against building new synagogues is reinstated. The anti-Jewish statutes also apply to 
the Samaritans. The Code is also accepted by Western Roman Emperor, Valentinian III. 


451 


Sassanid ruler Yazdegerd II of Persia's decree abolishes the Sabbath and orders executions of Jewish leaders, including the Exilarch Mar Nuna. 


465 
Council of Vannes, Gaul prohibited the Christian clergy from participating in Jewish feasts. 
469 


Half of the Jewish population of Isfahan is put to death and their children are brought up as ‘fire-worshippers' over the alleged killing of 
two Magi Priests. 


470 


Exilarch Huna V is executed as a result of persecution under King Peroz (Firuz) of Persia. 


489 

Antioch Synagogue burning. 
Sixth century[edit] 

502 


After the Jews of Babylon revolt and gain a short period of independence, the Persian King Kobad crucifies the Exilarch Mar-Zutra Il on the 
bridge of Mahoza. 


506 

Synagogue of Daphne is destroyed and its inhabitants are massacred by a Christian mob celebrating the result of a chariot race. 
517 

Christians are banned from participating in Jewish feasts as a result of the Council of Epaone. 

519 


Ravenna, Italy. After the local synagogues were burned down by the local mob, the Ostrogothic king Theodoric the Great orders the town to 
rebuild them at its own expense. 


529-559 


Byzantine Emperor Justinian the Great publishes Corpus Juris Civilis. New laws restrict citizenship to Christians. These regulations determined 
the status of Jews throughout the Empire for hundreds of years: Jewish civil rights restricted: "they shall enjoy no honors". The principle 

of Servitus Judaeorum (Servitude of the Jews) is established: the Jews cannot testify against Christians. The emperor becomes an arbiter in 
internal Jewish matters. [clarification needed] The use of the Hebrew language in worship is forbidden. Shema Yisrael ("Hear, O Israel, the Lord 
is one"), sometimes considered the most important prayer in Judaism, is banned as a denial of the Trinity. Some Jewish communities are 
converted by force, their synagogues turned into churches. 


531 

Emperor Justinian rules that Jews cannot testify against Christians. Jewish liturgy is censored for being "anti-trinitarian." 
535 

Synagogue of Borion is closed and all Jewish practices are prohibited by order of Justinian. 

535 


The First Council of Clermont (of Gaul) prohibits Jews from holding public office. 


538 


The Third Council of Orléans (of Gaul) forbids Jews to employ Christian servants or possess Christian slaves. Jews are prohibited from appearing 
in the streets during Easter: "their appearance is an insult to Christianity". A Merovingian king Childebert approves the measure. 


547 

Jews and Samaritans of Caesarea are massacred after revolting. 

576 

Clermont, Gaul. Bishop Avitus offers Jews a choice: accept Christianity or leave Clermont. Most emigrate to Marseilles. 
582 

The Merovingians order that all Jews of the Kingdom are to be baptized. 


589 


The Council of Narbonne, Septimania, forbids Jews from chanting psalms while burying their dead. Anyone violating this law is fined 6 ounces of 
gold. The third Council of Toledo, held under Visigothic King Reccared, bans Jews from slave ownership and holding positions of authority, and 
reiterates the mutual ban on intermarriage.[22] Reccared also rules children out of such marriages to be raised as Christians. 


590 

Pope Gregory | defends the Jews against forced conversion. 

590-591 

The Exilarch Haninai is executed by Khosrau II for supporting Mihrevandak. This halted all forms of Jewish self-governance for over 50 years. 
592 


The entire Jewish population of Antioch is punished because a Jew violated a law.[23 


598 

Bishop Victor of Palermo seizes the local synagogues and repurposes them into churches.[24] 
Seventh century[edit] 

608-610 

Massacres of Jews all across the Byzantine Empire. 

610-620 


After many of his anti-Jewish edicts were ignored, king Sisebur prohibits Judaism. Those not baptized fled. This was the first incidence where a 
prohibition of Judaism affected an entire country. 


614 
Fifth Council of Paris decrees that all Jews holding military or civil positions must accept baptism, together with their families. 
614-617 


The Jewish revolt against Heraclius. The last serious attempt to gain Jewish autonomy in the Land of Israel prior to modern times. 


615 


Italy. The earliest referral to the Juramentum Judaeorum (the Jewish Oath): the concept that no heretic could be believed in court against a 
Christian. The oath became standardized throughout Europe in 1555. 


617 

After breaking their promise of Jewish autonomy in Jerusalem, the Persians forbid Jews from settling within three miles of the city. 
624 

Mohammed watches as 600 Jews are decapitated in Medina in one day. 

626-627 

The Council of Clichy declared that any Jew who accepts public office must convert. 

627 

93 Jews are killed in the Battle of Khaybar. 

629 


Byzantine Emperor Heraclius with his army marches into Jerusalem. Jewish inhabitants support him after his promise of amnesty. Upon his 
entry into Jerusalem the local priests convince him that killing Jews is a good deed. The only Jews that survived were the ones who fled to Egypt 
or the mountains. 


629 


Frankish King Dagobert |, encouraged by Byzantine Emperor Heraclius, expels all Jews from the kingdom. 


632 


The first case of officially sanctioned forced baptism. Emperor Heraclius violates the Codex Theodosianus, which protected them from forced 
conversions. 


634-641 


Jews living in the Levant are forced to pay the Jizya as a result of the Muslim conquest of the Levant 


638 

Jews are burned at the stake in Toledo, Spain. 
640 

Jews expelled from Arabia. 

642 


The Jizya is imposed on the native Jews of Egypt, Cyrenaica, Tripolitania and Fezzan. 


653 


The Jews of Toledo are forced to convert or be expelled. 


681 


The Twelfth Council of Toledo, Spain orders burning of the Talmud and other "heretic" books. 


682 


Visigothic king Erwig begins his reign by enacting 28 anti-Jewish laws. He presses for the "utter extirpation of the pest of the Jews" and decrees 
that all converts must be registered by a parish priest, who must issue travel permits. All holidays, Christian and Jewish, must be spent in the 
presence of a priest to ensure piety and to prevent the backsliding. 


692 


Quinisext Council in Constantinople forbids Christians on pain of excommunication to bathe in public baths with Jews, employ a Jewish doctor 
or socialize with Jews. 


694 


17th Council of Toledo. King Ergica believes rumors that the Jews had conspired to ally themselves with the Musliminvaders and forces Jews to 
give all land, slaves and buildings bought from Christians, to his treasury. He declares that all Jewish children over the age of seven should be 
taken from their homes and raised as Christians. 


Eighth century[edit] 
717 


Possible date for the Pact of Umar, a document that specified restrictions on Jews and Christians (dhimmi) living under Muslim rule. However, 
academic historians believe that this document was actually compiled at a much later date. 


720 
Caliph Omar II bans Jewish worship on the Temple Mount.[25 
722 


Byzantine emperor Leo III forcibly converts all Jews and Montanists in the empire into mainstream Byzantine Christianity. 


740 
Archbishop of York bans Christians from eating with Jews.[26 
787 


Empress Irena decries the practice of forced conversion against Jews. 


788 


Idriss | attacks Jewish communities, imposes high per capita taxes, and forces them to provide annual virgins for his harem for refusing to attack 
other Jewish communities. According to Maghrebi tradition, the Jewish tribe Ubaid Allah left and settled in Djerba. [27 


Ninth century[edit] 
807 


Abbassid Caliph Harun al-Rashid orders all Jews in the Caliphate to wear a yellow belt, with Christians to wear a blue one. 


820 


Agobard, Archbishop of Lyons, declares in his essays that Jews are accursed and demands a complete segregation of Christians and Jews. In 826 
he issues a series of pamphlets to convince Emperor Louis the Pious to attack "Jewish insolence", but fails to convince the Emperor. 


850 


al-Mutawakkil made a decree ordering Dhimmi, Jews and Christians, wear garments to distinguish them from Muslims, their places of worship 
destroyed, demonic effigies nailed to the door, and that they be allowed little involvement government or official matters. 


870 

Ahmad ibn Tulun flattens Jewish cemeteries and replaces them with Muslim tombs. 

874 

Basil | decrees that all Byzantine Jews are to be baptized, by force if necessary.[28] 

884 

Basil | reinforces law that prohibits Jews from holding any civil or military position in Epanagoge. 
888 


Church council in Metz forbids Christians and Jews from eating together.[29 


897 

Charles the Simple donates all Jewish owned land to the Bishop of Narbonne. There is no recourse against the action. 
Tenth century[edit] 

900-929 

French king Charles the Simple confiscates Jewish-owned property in Narbonne and donates it to the Church. 

925 


Jews of Oria are raided by a Muslim mob during a series of attacks on Italy. At least ten rabbinical leaders and many more are taken as captives. 
Among those captured is 12 year old Shabbetai Donnolo, who would go on later to be a famous physician and astronomer. 


931 
Bishop Ratherius of Verona begs the town elders to expel the Jews from the city until they agree to temporarily expel them. 
931-942 


Romanos | Lekapenos decreed that all Jews should be forced to convert and subjugated if they refuse. This leads to the death of hundreds of 
Jews and the destruction of numerous synagogues. [30 


932 
The Jewish quarter of Bari is destroyed by a mob and a number of Jews are killed. [31 
943-944 


Byzantine Jews from all over the Empire flee from persecution into Khazaria. The King of Khazaria at the time, who was Jewish, subsequently 
cut ties with the Byzantine Empire. 


945 
Venice bans Jews from using Venetian vessels. 
985 


Entire Jewish population of Sparta is expelled after Nikon the Metanoeite says it will rid the city of a plague.[32 


985 


A number of Jewish residents in Barcelona are killed by the Muslim leader Almanzor. All Jewish owned land is handed over to the Count of 
Barcelona.[33 


Eleventh century[edit] 
1008 


Caliph Al-Hakim bi-Amr Allah ("the Mad") issues severe restrictions against Jews in the Fatimid Empire. All Jews are forced to wear a heavy 
wooden "golden calf" around their necks. Christians had to wear a large wooden cross and members of both groups had to wear black hats. 


1009 

Caliph Abu Ali-Mansur orders the destruction of synagogues, Torah scrolls and Jewish artifacts among other non-Muslim buildings.[34] 
1010 

The Jews of Ligomes are given the choice of baptism or exile. 

1011 


The Abbasid Caliph Al-Qadir publishes the Baghdad Manifesto, which accuses the Fatimids of being descended from Jews, instead of being 
"family of the prophet." 


1011 
A Muslim mob attacks a Jewish funeral procession, resulting in the arrest of 23 Jews. [35 
1011 


Pogrom against Sephardic Jews in Córdoba by a Muslim mob.[36 


1012 


One of the first known persecutions of Jews in Germany: Henry II, Holy Roman Emperor expels Jews from Mainz. 


1013 


During the fall of the city, Sulayman's troops looted Cordoba and massacred citizens of the city, including many Jews. Prominent Jews in 
Córdoba, such as Samuel ibn Naghrela were forced to flee to the city in 1013. 


1016 
The Jewish community of Kairouan, Tunisia is forced to choose between conversion and expulsion. [37 
1021 


A violent earthquake occurs, which some Greeks maintain is caused by a desecration of Jesus by the Jews. For this a number of Roman Jews are 
burnt at the stake.[38 


1026 


Probable date of the chronicle of Raoul Glaber. The French chronicler blamed the Jews for the destruction of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, 
which was destroyed in 1009 by (Muslim) Caliph Al-Hakim. As a result, Jews were expelled from Limoges and other French towns. 


1032 


Abul Kamal Tumin conquers Fez, Morocco and decimates the Jewish community, killing 6,000 Jews. 


1033 


Following their conquest of the city from the Maghrawa tribe, the forces of Tamim, chief of the Zenata Berber Banu Ifran tribe, perpetrated a 
massacre of Jews in Fez. Fez massacre 


1035 

Sixty Jews are put to death in Castrojeriz during a revolt, because the Jews were considered "property" of the kingdom by the locals. [39][40 
1039 

A Muslim mob raids the palace of the Jewish vizier and kills him after the ruler al-Mondhir is assassinated. 

1040 


Exilarch Hezekiah Gaon is imprisoned and tortured to death by the Buyyids. The death of Hezekiah ended the line of the Geonim, which had 
begun four centuries earlier. 


1050 
Council of Narbonne, France forbids Christians to live in Jewish homes. 
1066 


Granada massacre: Muslim mob stormed the royal palace in Granada, crucified Jewish vizier Joseph ibn Naghrelaand massacred most of the 
Jewish population of the city. "More than 1,500 Jewish families, numbering 4,000 persons, fell in one day."[41 


1071 
Jerusalem falls to the Seljuk Turks, lots of synagogues are destroyed and life for Jews in Jerusalem becomes much more restricted. 
1078 


Council of Girona decrees Jews to pay taxes for support of the Catholic Church to the same extent as Christians. 


1090 


The Jewish community of Granada, which had recovered after the attacks of 1066, attacked again at the hands of the Almoravides led by Yusuf 
ibn Tashfin, bringing the golden age of Jewish culture in Spain to end. 


1092 
Jews are prohibited from working on Sunday or marrying Christians as a result of the Synod of Szabolcs. 
1096 


The First Crusade. Three hosts of crusaders pass through several Central European cities. The third, unofficial host, led by Count Emicho, 
decides to attack the Jewish communities, most notably in the Rhineland, under the slogan: "Why fight Christ's enemies abroad when they are 
living among us?" Eimicho's host attacks the synagogue at Speyerand kills all the defenders. 800 are killed in Worms. Another 1,200 Jews 
commit suicide in Mainz to escape his attempt to forcibly convert them; see German Crusade, 1096. Attempts by the local bishops remained 
fruitless. All in all, 5,000 Jews were murdered. [42] 


1099 


Jews fight side-by-side with Muslim soldiers to defend Jerusalem against the Crusaders and face massacres when it falls.[43] According to the 
Muslim chronicle of Ibn al-Qalanisi, "The Jews assembled in their synagogue, and the Franks burned it over their heads."[44] However, a 
contemporary Jewish communication does not corroborate the report that Jews were actually inside of the Synagogue when it was set on 
fire.[45] This letter was discovered among the Cairo Geniza collection in 1975 by historian Shelomo Dov Goitein.[46] Historians believe that it 
was written just two weeks after the siege, making it "the earliest account on the conquest in any language." [46] However, all sources agree 
that a synagogue was indeed burned during the siege. 


Twelfth century[edit] 

1106 

Son of Yusuf ibn Tashfin decrees the death penalty for any Jews living in Marrakesh. 
1107 


Moroccan Almoravid ruler Yusuf ibn Tashfin ordered all Moroccan Jews to convert or leave. 


1108 


Many Jews are massacred and their houses and synagogues are burned following a Muslim victory at the Battle of Uclés (1108). Of those 
murdered is Solomon ibn Farissol, the leader of the Castile community. This incident greatly impacted the Hebrew poet Judah HaLevi, and 
completely shifted the focus of his poetry. 


1113 

Upon the death of Sviatopolk II, leader of the Kievan Rus', widespread riots and plundering of Jewish homes commenced. [47] 
1124 

The Jewish Quarter of Kiev is destroyed by arson. 

1135 

A Muslim mob in Cordoba storms into Jewish homes, takes their possessions and kills a number of them. 

1141 


During the fight for succession between Matilde and Stephen (The Anarchy), the Jews of Oxford are forced to pay ransom to both sides of the 
conflict or their houses are to be burned. 


1143 

150 Jews are killed in Ham, France.[48] 

1144 

The case of William of Norwich, a contrived accusation of murder by Jews in Norwich, England. 
1145 


Abd al-Mu'min gives the Jewish population of Sijilmasa the choice of converting to Islam or death. At least 150 Jews who refuse to convert are 
massacred. 


1146 

100,000 Jews are massacred by the Almohads in Fez and 120,000 in Marrakesh.[49] 
1147 

Jews are expelled from Muslim Spain.[50] 

1148 


The mostly-Jewish town Lucena is captured by the Almohads. The local Jews are given the choice of Islam or death. This was the end of the 
Jewish community of Lucena. 


1148-1212 


The rule of the Almohads in al-Andalus. Only Jews who had converted to Christianity or Islam were allowed to live in Granada. One of the 
refugees was Maimonides, who settled in Fez and later in Fustat near Cairo. 


1160 


Appalled by the annual practice of beating Jews during Palm Sunday, Bishop William issues an order which would excommunicate any priest 
who continues the practice. [51 


1165 
Forced mass conversions in Yemen. 
1165 


New Almohad ruler decrees that all Jews in Fez must convert to Islam or face death. Judah ha-Kohen ibn Shushan is burnt alive for refusing, and 
famous Rabbi Maimonides is displaced and permanently leaves for Egypt. [52 


1168 


Harold of Gloucester is found floating in a river. The local Benedictine monks use the discovery to claim that "the child had been spirited away 
by the Jews on the 21st February for them to torture him to death on the night of 16th March". It established that the mythology created 
around William's death could be used as a template for explaining later deaths. 


1171 

In Blois, France 31 Jews were burned at the stake for blood libel. 

1171 

Jews of Bologna are expelled for no known reason.[53] 

1173 

Following multiple church-inspired riots against the Jews of Poland, Mieszko III forbids all kinds of violence against the Jews. 
1177 


King Alfonso II ,Spain, creates a charter which defines the status of Jews in Teruel. Jews are defined as "slaves of the king, belonging entirely to 
the royal treasury." The fee for killing a Jew is half of what the fee is for killing a Christian, and is to be paid directly to the king (since Jews are 
considered property of the crown). 


1179 


The Third Lateran Council, Canon 26: Jews are forbidden to be plaintiffs or witnesses against Christians in the courts. Jews are forbidden to 
withhold inheritance from descendants who had accepted Christianity. 


1179 
The body of a Christian girl is found near the shore. The Jews of Boppard are blamed for her death, resulting in 13 Jews being murdered. 
1180 


Philip Augustus of France after four months in power, imprisons all the Jews in his lands and demands a ransom for their release. 


1181 


Philip Augustus annuls all loans made by Jews to Christians and takes a percentage for himself. A year later, he confiscates all Jewish property 
and expels the Jews from Paris. 


1181 


The Assize of Arms of 1181 orders that all weapons held by Jews must be confiscated, claiming they have no use for them. This led to the Jewish 
community of England being a lot more vulnerable during Anti-Jewish riots. 


1182 

Jews are expelled from Orléans. 

1184 

Jewish martyr Elhanan, the son of Ri is murdered for refusing to convert. [54] 

1188 

The Saladin tithe. Jews are taxed 25% of their income and personal worth, while Christians are taxed 10%. 
1189 


Holy Roman Emperor Frederick | Barbarossa orders priests not to preach against Jews. 


1189 


A Jewish deputation attending coronation of Richard the Lionheart was attacked by the crowd. Pogroms in London followed and spread around 
England. 


1190 

All the Jews of Norwich, England found in their houses were slaughtered, except a few who found refuge in the castle. 
1190 

57 Jews in St. Edmunds are killed in a massacre on Palm Sunday.[55] 

1190 


500 Jews of York were massacred after a six-day siege by departing Crusaders, backed by a number of people indebted to Jewish money- 
lenders.[56 


1190 


Saladdin takes over Jerusalem from Crusaders and lifts the ban for Jews to live there. 


1191 
More than 80 Jews in Bray-sur-Seine are burned at the stake after trying to execute a murderer who had killed an Israelite. [57 
1195 


After falsely being accused of ritual murder with no evidence, the daughter of Rabbi Isaac bar Asher ha-Levi is murdered, dismembered and her 
body parts are hung around the market place for days. Ha-Levi was killed the following day along with 8 other Jews after trying to recover what 
was left of his daughter's body from the mob. 


1197 


In an attempt to isolate the Jewish population economically, Christians were barred from buying food from Jews or having conversations with 
them under the threat of excommunication.[58 


1198 


Philip Augustus readmits Jews to Paris, only after another ransom was paid and a taxation scheme was set up to procure funds for himself. 
August: Saladdin's nephew al-Malik, caliph of Yemen, summons all the Jews and forcibly converts them. 


Thirteenth century[edit] 


Judensau at the Cathedral of St. Peter in Regensburg 
13th century 


Germany. Appearance of Judensau: obscene and dehumanizing imagery of Jews, ranging from etchings to Cathedral ceilings. Its popularity 
lasted for over 600 years. 


1203 


Jewish quarter of Constantinople is burned down by crusaders during the Siege of Constantinople (1203). 


1204 

In 1204 the papacy required Jews to segregate themselves from Christians and to wear distinctive clothing. [59] 
1205 

Jews are expelled from villages and towns all around Spain by Muslims. [60] 

1206 


Jewish homes are burned, looted, Israelites are killed and the remaining Jewish population of Halle is expelled.[61 


1209 


Béziers is stormed and its inhabitants are massacred. Among those were 200 Jews. All Jewish children who survived and didn't flee were 
forcibly baptized. [62 


1209 


Raymond VI, Count of Toulouse, humiliated and forced to swear that he would implement social restrictions against Jews. 


1210 

King John of England imprisoned much of the Jewish population until they paid up 66,000 marks. 
1212 

Forced conversions and mass murder of the Jewish community of Toledo. 

1215 


The Fourth Lateran Council headed by Pope Innocent III declares: "Jews and Saracens of both sexes in every Christian province and at all times 
shall be marked off in the eyes of the public from other peoples through the character of their dress." (Canon 68). See Judenhut. The Fourth 
Lateran Council also noted that the Jews' own law required the wearing of identifying symbols. Pope Innocent III also reiterated papal 
injunctions against forcible conversions, and added: "No Christian shall do the Jews any personal injury...or deprive them of their 
possessions...or disturb them during the celebration of their festivals...or extort money from them by threatening to exhume their dead."[63] 


1217 


French noblewoman Alix de Montmorency imprisons the Jewish population of Toulouse for refusing to convert. She eventually released them 
all except for children under six, who were taken and adopted by Christians. 


1221 


An anti-Jewish riot erupts in Erfurt, where the Jewish quarter is destroyed along with two synagogues. Around 26 Jews are killed, and others 
throw themselves into fire rather than be forcibly converted. Samuel of Speyer was among those martyred.[64 


1222 


Council of Oxford: Archbishop of Canterbury Stephen Langton forbids Jews from building new synagogues, owning slaves or mixing with 
Christians. 


1223 
Louis VIII of France prohibits his officials from recording debts owed to Jews, reversing his father's policy of seeking such debts. 
1227 


The Synod of Narbonne reaffirms the anti-Semitic decrees of the Fourth Lateran Council. 


1229 


Raymond VII, Count of Toulouse, heir of Raymond VI, also forced to swear that he would implement social restrictions against Jews. 


1229 
Treaty of Jaffa is signed between Frederick II and the Sultan Al-Kamil of Egypt. Jews are once again banned from residing in Jerusalem. 
1230 


Theodore Komnenos Doukas is defeated. Since Theodore decreed many anti-Jewish laws and seized Jewish property, he was handed over to 
two Jews by John Asen II to personally kill him. After having pity on him and refusing to kill Theodore, the Czar had the Jews thrown off a cliff. 


1232 
Forced mass conversions in Marrakesh, over 1,000 Moroccan Jews are killed. 
1235 


The Jews of Fulda, Germany were accused of ritual murder. To investigate the blood libel, Emperor Frederick II held a special conference of 
Jewish converts to Christianity at which the converts were questioned about Jewish ritual practice. Letters inviting prominent individuals to the 
conference still survive. At the conference, the converts stated unequivocally that Jews do not harm Christian children or require blood for any 
rituals. In 1236 the Emperor published these findings and in 1247 Pope Innocent IV, the Emperor's enemy, also denounced accusations of 

the ritual murder of Christian children by Jews. In 1272, the papal repudiation of the blood libel was repeated by Pope Gregory X, who also 
ruled that thereafter any such testimony of a Christian against a Jew could not be accepted unless it is confirmed by another Jew. 


Unfortunately, these proclamations from the highest sources were not effective in altering the beliefs of the Christian majority and the libels 
continued.[65 


1236 


Crusaders attack Jewish communities of Anjou and Poitou and attempt to baptize all the Jews. Those who resisted (est. 3,000) were 
slaughtered. 


1236 


A Jew and a Christian fisherman get into a heated argument about prices, which turns physical. It ends when the Jew deals a devastating blow 
to the Gentile's head which leads to his death. This enrages the local Christian population, who attack the Jewish quarter of Narbonne. Don 
Aymeric, the governor of Narbonne prevents a massacre and restores all stolen Jewish property to their rightful owner. [66][67 


1240 
Duke Jean le Roux expels Jews from Brittany. 
1240 


Disputation of Paris. Pope Gregory IX puts Talmud on trial on the charges that it contains blasphemy against Jesusand Mary and attacks on the 
Church. 


1241 


A pogrom against the Jews of Frankfurt takes place after conflicts over Jewish-Christian marriages and the enforced baptism of interfaith 
couples. 180 Jews are killed as a result and 24 agree to be baptized. This became known as the Judenschlacht (German for Slaughter of the 
Jews). 


1241 

In England, first of a series of royal levies against Jewish finances, which forced the Jews to sell their debts to non-Jews at cut prices.[68] 
1242 

24 cart-loads of hand-written Talmudic manuscripts burned in the streets of Paris. 

1242 

James | of Aragon orders Jews to listen to conversion sermons and to attend churches. Friars are given power to enter synagogues uninvited. 
1243 


The first ever accusation of Host Desecration. The entire Jewish population of Beelitz was burned at the stake after being accused of torturing 
Jesus and the spot it happened was named "Judenberg." 


1243 
11 Jews are tortured to death following a blood libel in Kitzingen Germany.[69 
1244 


Pope Innocent IV orders Louis IX of France to burn all Talmud copies. 


1249 
Alphonse of Poitiers orders the expulsion of all Jews in Poitou. 
1250 


Saragossa Spain: death of a choirboy Saint Dominguito del Val prompts ritual murder accusation. His sainthood was revoked in the 20th century 
but reportedly a chapel dedicated to him still exists in the Cathedral of Saragossa. 


1253 
Henry Ill of England introduces harsh anti-Jewish laws.[70 


1254 


Louis IX expels the Jews from France, their property and synagogues confiscated. Most move to Germany and further east, however, after a 
couple of years, some were readmitted back. 


1255 

Henry III of England sells his rights to the Jews (regarded as royal "chattels") to his brother Richard for 5,000 marks. 
1257 

The Badge of shame is imposed locally on the Italian Jews. 

1260 


Mongols are defeated and Syria is brought under Mamluk rule. Anti-Jewish laws are once again decreed, and Jewish life becomes a lot more 
restricted in the Levant. 


1260 
Jews are banned from ascending above the 7th step on the Cave of the Patriarchs. This ban would last 700 years. 
1260 


Thomas Aquinas publishes Summa Contra Gentiles, a summary of Christian faith to be presented to those who reject it. The Jews who refuse to 
convert are regarded as "deliberately defiant" rather than "invincibly ignorant". 


1263 


Disputation of Barcelona. 


1264 

Pope Clement IV assigns Talmud censorship committee. 
1264 

Simon de Montfort inspires massacre of Jews in London.[71] 
1265 


German-Jewish convert Abraham of Augsburg publicly assails Christianity, severs the heads of crucifix figurines and is sentenced 
to torture and death by burning. 


1267 


In a special session, the Vienna city council forces Jews to wear Pileum cornutum (a cone-shaped headdress, prevalent in many medieval 
illustrations of Jews). This distinctive dress is an addition to Yellow badge Jews were already forced to wear. Christians are not permitted to 
attend Jewish ceremonies. 


1267 


Synod of Breslau orders Jews to live in a segregated quarter. 


1267 


After an accusation from an old woman that the Jews had bought a Christian child from her to kill, the entire Jewish community 
of Pforzheim face massacres and expulsion. Rabbi Samuel ben Yakar ha-Levi, Rabbi Isaac ben Eliezer and Rabbi Abraham ben Gershom commit 
suicide to escape the cruel torture they feared. 


1275 


King Edward | of England passes the Statute of the Jewry forcing Jews over the age of seven to wear an identifying yellow badge, and making 
usury illegal, in order to seize their assets. Scores of English Jews are arrested, 300 hanged and their property goes to the Crown. In 1280 he 
orders Jews to be present as Dominicans preach conversion. In 1287 he arrests heads of Jewish families and demands their communities pay 
ransom of 12,000 pounds. 


1276 


Massacre in Fez to kill all Jews stopped by intervention of the Emir[72 


1278 

The Edict of Pope Nicholas III requires compulsory attendance of Jews at conversion sermons. 
1279 

Synod of Ofen: Christians are forbidden to sell or rent real estate to or from Jews. 

1282 


John Pectin, Archbishop of Canterbury, orders all London synagogues to close and prohibits Jewish physicians from practicing on Christians. 


1283 
Philip III of France causes mass migration of Jews by forbidding them to live in the small rural localities. 
1283 


10 Jews are slain in Mainz after claims of blood libel.[73 


1285 


Blood libel in Munich, Germany results in the death of 68 Jews. 180 more Jews are burned alive at the synagogue. 


1287 


A 16-year-old boy is found dead in the Rhine. Immediately the Jews of Oberwesel are accused of killing the boy. Over 40 men, women and 
children were killed by rioters as a response. 


1287 
Jews are arrested and accused of coin clippage. Even without evidence, the whole community is convicted and expelled. 
1288 


The Jewish population of Troyes is accused of ritual murder. 13 Jewish martyrs are burned at the stake, sacrificing themselves to spare the rest 
of the community.[74 


1288 


104 Jews in Bonn, Germany are killed during a pogrom.[75 


1289 
Jews are expelled from Gascony and Anjou. 
1290 


Edict of Expulsion: Edward | expels all Jews from England, allowing them to take only what they could carry, all the other property became 


the Crown's. Official reason: continued practice of usury. 
1290 


A Jewish man named Jonathan and his wife are accused of stabbing the wafer to torture Jesus. They are both burned at the stake, their house is 
destroyed and replaced with a chapel.[76 


1290 

The Jews of Baghdad are massacred. 

1291 

Philip the Fair publishes an ordinance prohibiting the Jews to settle in France. 
1291 


Jewish physician and grand vizier Sa'ad al-Dawla is killed by Muslims who felt it a degradation to have a Jew placed over them. Persian 
Jews suffer a long-period of violent persecution by the Muslim population. 


1292 

Forced conversion and expulsion of the Italian Jewish community. 

1298 

Accusations of Host desecration against the German Jews. More than 140 Jewish communities face forced conversions. 
1298 


During the civil war between Adolph of Nassau and Albrecht of Austria, German knight Rintfleisch claims to have received a mission from 
heaven to exterminate "the accursed race of the Jews". Under his leadership, the mob goes from town to town destroying Jewish communities 
and massacring about 100,000 Jews, often by mass burning at stake. Among 146 localities in Franconia, Bavaria and Austria are Rottingen (20 
April), Würzburg (24 July), Nuremberg (1 August).[77] 


Fourteenth century[edit] 
1301 


Riots break out in Egypt, which are encouraged by the Mamluks. Many Jews are forcibly converted to Islam, including the entire Jewish 
population of Bilbeis. Many synagogues are appropriated into mosques.[78 


1305 


Philip IV of France seizes all Jewish property (except the clothes they wear) and expels them from France (approx. 100,000). His successor Louis 
X of France allows French Jews to return in 1315. 


1306 
Jews of Sens are expelled. 
1310 


Frederick Il of Aragon adopts anti-Jewish laws, which require them to mark their clothes and shops with the yellow badge. Jews were also 
forbidden from having any relationship with Catholics. 


1318 


Rashid-al-Din Hamadani, a Persian Jewish convert to Islam was executed on fake charges of poisoning Oljeitii and for several days crowds 
carried his head around his native city of Tabriz, chanting "This is the head of the Jew who abused the name of God; may God's curse be upon 
him!" 


1319 

Jews are expelled from Breslau.[79] 

1320 

Jews are expelled from Milan during a persecution of so-called heretics.[80] 
1320 

Shepherds' Crusade attacks the Jews of 120 localities in southwest France. 
1321 

King Henry II of Castile forces Jews to wear Yellow badge. 

1321 


Jews in central France accused of ordering lepers to poison wells. After massacre of est. 5,000 Jews, King Philip Vadmits they were innocent. 


1321 
A Muslim mob destroys a synagogue in Damascus.[81 


1322 


King Charles IV expels Jews from France. 

1328 

5,000 Jews are massacred and their houses are burned down following anti-Jewish preaching by a Franciscan friar. 
1328 

Jewish martyr Aaron ben Zerah, along with his wife and four of his sons are executed. 

1333 

Forced mass conversions in Baghdad 

1336 


Persecutions against Jews in Franconia and Alsace led by lawless German bands, the Armleder under the highwayman Arnold von Uissigheim. 
Roughly 1500 Jews are killed. 


1336 

The Aleinu prayer is banned in Castile.[82] 

1337 

Host desecration accusations. Violence spreads to over 51 Jewish communities. 
1338 


Pogroms over host desecration in Wolfsberg. The Jews are accused of stealing the bread of the Eucharist and trying to burn it. Over 70 Jews are 
burned at the stake and the entire Jewish community is destroyed.[83 


1343 

Pre-Easter massacres spread from Germany across Western Europe. Jews fleeing persecution are welcomed in Poland by Casimir the Great. 
1344 

The citizens ask the King's permission to confiscate the houses of the Jews for the cities benefit - he grants their request.[84] 

1348 


European Jews are blamed for the plague in the Black Death persecutions. Charge laid to the Jews that they poisoned the wells. Massacres 
spread throughout Spain, France, Germany and Austria. More than 200 Jewish communities destroyed by violence. Many communities have 
been expelled and settle down in Poland. 


1349 


Basel: 600 Jews burned at the stake, 140 children forcibly baptized, the remaining city's Jews expelled. The city synagogue is turned into a 
church and the Jewish cemetery is destroyed. 


1349 burning of Jews (from a European chronicle written on the Black Deathbetween 1349 and 1352) 
1349 


The Erfurt massacre was a massacre of around 3,000 Jews as a result of Black Death Jewish persecutions 


1349 


The entire Jewish population of Speyer is destroyed. All Jews are either killed, converted, or fled. All their property and assets was confiscated. 
Part of the Black Death Jewish persecutions. 


1349 


600 Jews are burned at the stake and the entire Jewish community of Zurich is annihilated as a part of the Black Death Jewish persecutions. 


1349 


The Jewish community of Worms is completely destroyed as a result of the Black Death Jewish persecutions. Hundreds of Jews set fire to their 
homes to avoid the oncoming torture. Their property was seized by the locals. 


1349 


Jews of Berlin are expelled and many are killed as a part of the Black Death Jewish persecutions.[85] 


1349 


Jews of Breslau are expelled as part of the Black Death Jewish persecutions.[79] 


1349 
60 Jews are murdered in Breslau. The city claims all property and synagogues, while the Emperor was given the cemetery and all Jewish debts. 
1349 


The Jewish quarter of Cologne is destroyed by an angry mob, and the most of the community is killed. All of their property was split up between 
the ransackers. It was part of the Black Death Jewish persecutions.[86] 


1349 


The Strasbourg massacre was a part of the Black Death persecutions, where several hundred Jews were publicly burned to death, and the rest 
of them were expelled. It was one of the first and worst pogroms in pre-modern history. 


1349 


6,000 Jews are burned to death in Mainz as a part of the Black Death Jewish persecutions. When the angry mob charged, the Jews initially 
fought back, killing around 200 of their attackers. [87 


1350 

Brussels Jewish community is decimated after they are blamed for the Plague. 
1352 

Church officials order the expulsion of Jews from Bulgaria for "heretical activity." 
1354 

12,000 Jews are massacred throughout Spain following a bloody civil war. 

1359 


Charles V of France allows Jews to return for a period of 20 years in order to pay ransom for his father John II of France, imprisoned in England. 
The period is later extended beyond the 20 years. 


1360 
Jews are expelled from Breslau.[79 
1360 


Furious with a pogrom against Castilian Jews in Miranda de Ebro, Peter of Castile publicly boils one of the perpetrators, roasts another, and 
executes others with an axe. 


1360 


Sephardic Jew Samuel ben Meir Abulafia is arrested and tortured to death in prison for no apparent reason. His lands are confiscated by the 


king.[88] 

1365 

Jews of Lorraine are expelled after their presence is cited as the cause of lightning strikes which destroyed twenty-two houses. 
1367 


Host desecration trials are held against the Jews of Barcelona. They were initiated by the crown prince Don Juan of Aragon. 


1368 
Some 6,000 Jews are killed during a siege in Toledo. 
1370 


The entire Jewish population of Brussels is massacred over allegations of host desecration. It was an end of the Hebrew community in Brussels. 
The event was commemorated by local Christians as the Sacrament of Miracle. 


1376 


Jews from expelled from Hungary. Most of them flee south into Greece and neighboring areas.[89 


1377 


Another Host desecration trial is held against Jews in Teruel and Huesca. The person behind it, as with the previous trial, is the crown prince 
Don Juan of Aragon. Many Jews are tortured and burned alive publicly.[90 


1382 

16 Jews are murdered in the Mailotin Riots. 

1384 

200 Jews are killed in Noerdlingen and the community ceases to exist.[91] 
1386 

Wenceslaus, Holy Roman Emperor, expels the Jews from the Swabian League and Strasbourg and confiscates their property. 
1385 

John of Castile reinforces previous anti-Jewish legislation. 

1385 

All Jews in the Swabian League are arrested, and their books are confiscated. 
1389 


18 March, a Jewish boy is accused of plotting against a priest. The mob slaughters approx. 3,000 of Prague's Jews, destroys the city's synagogue 
and Jewish cemetery. Wenceslaus insists that the responsibility lay with the Jews for going outside during Holy Week. 


1391 
Anti-Jewish riots led by Ferrand Martinez erupt in Seville. 
1391 


Led by Ferrand Martinez, countless massacres devastate the Sephardic Jewish community, especially in Castile, Valencia, Catalonia and Aragon. 
The Jewish quarter in Barcelona is completely destroyed. By the end of the pogroms, at least 10,000 Jews are murdered and thousands more 
are forcibly converted. 


1391 


Pogrom against the Jews of Toledo on the Seventeenth of Tammuz. Jewish martyrs Israel Alnaqua and Judah ben Asher died at the stake 
together. 


1391 

Over 250 Jews are massacred by a mob in Valencia. 

1391 

All Jewish inhabitants of Palma, Majorca are either converted or killed. 
1391 


More than 400 Jews are massacred in Barcelona. 


1392 


The Jews of Damascus are accused by Muslims of setting fire to the central mosque. Although there was no evidence presented, one Jew was 
burned alive, the leaders of the community were tortured, and the local synagogue was appropriated into a mosque. [81 


1392 


Sicilian Jews are forced to live in Ghettos and severe persecution breaks out in Erice, Catania and Syracuse.[92] 


1394 
3 November, Charles VI of France expels all Jews from France. 
1397 


Jewish ghettos across Slovenia are set on fire by an anonymous mob. 


1399 


A Christian woman is accused of stealing hosts and giving them to Jews for the purpose of desecration. Thirteen members of the Jewish 
community of Posen, along with the woman are all tortured and burned alive slowly. The community is then forced to pay a special tax every 
year until the 18th century. 


1399 


80 Jews are murdered in Prague after a converted Jew named Peter accuses them of denigrating Christianity. A number of Jews are also jailed, 
including Yom-Tov Lipmann-Muhlhausen. 


Fifteenth century[edit] 

1401 

Two Jews are burned to death for an alleged host desecration in Glogau.[93] 

1404 

Many members of the Jewish community of Salzburg and Hallein is burned alive on charged of host desecration.[90] 
1407 

Blood libel accusations against the Jews of Kraków led by a fanatic priest result in anti-Jewish riots. 

1411 


Oppressive legislation against Jews in Spain as an outcome of the preaching of the Dominican friar Vicente Ferrer. 


1413 


Disputation of Tortosa, Spain, staged by the Avignon Pope Benedict XIII, is followed by forced mass conversions. 


1418 

All Jews living in Trier are expelled. 
1420 

All Jews are expelled from Lyons. 
1421 


Persecutions of Jews in Vienna, known as Wiener Gesera (Vienna Edict), confiscation of their possessions, and forced conversion of Jewish 
children. 270 Jews burned at stake. 


1421 
All Viennese Jews are expelled following persecution. 


1422 


Pope Martin V issues a Bull reminding Christians that Christianity was derived from Judaism and warns the friars not to incite against the Jews. 
The Bull was withdrawn the following year on allegations that the Jews of Rome attained it by fraud. 


1424 


The Jewish population of Zurich is exiled.[94] 


1424 

Jews are expelled and banned from Cologne. 

1426 

Jews are expelled from Iglau after they are accused of being in league with the Hussites.[95] 
1427 

All Jews living in Bern are expelled and their property is seized. [96] 

1428 

Jews are expelled from Fribourg.[97] 

1430 

Pogrom in Aix-en-Provence breaks out in which 9 Jews are killed, many more are injured and 74 are forcibly converted. [98] 
1434 


Council of Basel, Sessio XIX: Jews are forbidden to obtain academic degrees and to act as agents in the conclusion of contracts between 
Christians. 


1435 

Massacre and forced conversion of Majorcan Jews. 
1435 

Jews are expelled from Speyer "forever." 

1436 

Jews of Zurich are expelled.[94] 

1438 


Jewish inhabitants of Augsburg and Düsseldorf are expelled. 


1438 


Establishment of mellahs (ghettos) in Morocco. 


1442 

Synagogues and other Jewish buildings are destroyed by a riot of Glogau.[93] 
1442 

Jews are expelled from Upper Bavaria.[99] 

1444 

Jewish population of Utrecht are expelled.[100] 

1447 


Casimir IV renews all the rights of Jews of Poland and makes his charter one of the most liberal in Europe. He revokes it in 1454 at the insistence 
of Bishop Zbigniew. 


1449 


The Statute of Toledo introduces the rule of purity of blood discriminating Conversos. Pope Nicholas V condemns it. 


1450 


Louis IX, Duke of Bavaria expels all Jews who reject baptism. 


1453 


Around 40 Jews in Breslau are burned at the stake on charges of host desecration, while the head Rabbi hung himself to avoid the torture. 
Jewish children under 7 were stolen and forcibly baptized. The few Jews remaining were banished from Breslau. [101 


1456 

Pope Caliextus III issues a papal bull which prohibits Jews from testifying against Christians, but permits Christians to testify against a Jew. 
1458 

The city council of Erfurt, Germany votes to expel the Jews. 

1463 


Pope Nicholas V authorizes the establishment of the Inquisition to investigate heresy among the Marranos. See also Crypto-Judaism. 


1465 


The Moroccan revolt against the Marinid dynasty, accusations against one Jewish Vizier lead to a massacre of the entire Jewish population 
of Fes. 


1465 

Over 30 Jews in Cracow are killed by an angry mob.[102] 

1468 

Many Jewish homes and plundered and a number are killed during anti-Jewish in Posen.[103] 

1468 

Sultan Qaitbay forces Jews of Cairo to pay 75,000 gold pieces or be expelled. This severely impoverished the local Jewish community. [104] 
1470 

The Jewish community of Bavaria are expelled, many migrate into Bulgaria.[105] 

1473 


Massacres of Marranos of Valladolid, Cordova, Segovia, Ciudad Real, Spain 


1474 


On Assumption day 15 August 1474, Christians wreaked brutal havoc on the Jewish dwellers of the Cartellone area of Modica. It was the first 
and most horrible massacre of Sicilian Jews. During the evening a number of Christians slaughtered about 360 Jews causing a total and fierce 
devastation in La Giudecca. They ran through the streets chanting: "Hurrah for Mary! Death to the Jews!" (Viva Maria! Morte ai Giudei!). 


Simon of Trent blood libel. Illustration in Hartmann Schedel's Weltchronik, 1493 
1475 


A student of the preacher Giovanni da Capistrano, Franciscan Bernardine of Feltre, accuses the Jews in murdering an infant, Simon. The entire 
community is arrested, 15 leaders are burned at the stake, the rest are expelled. In 1588, Pope Sixtus V confirmed Simon's cultus. Saint Simon 
was considered a martyr and patron of kidnap and torture victims for almost 500 years. In 1965, Pope Paul VI declared the episode a fraud, and 
decanonized Simon's sainthood. 


1478 


Jews of Passau are expelled.[99] 
1481 

The Spanish Inquisition is instituted. 
1484 


Pogrom against the Jewish section of Arles. A number of Jews are killed and 50 men are forced to convert. 


1487-1504 


Bishop Gennady exposes the heresy of Zhidovstvuyushchiye (Judaizers) in Eastern Orthodoxy of Muscovy. 


1490 


Tomas de Torquemada burns 6,000 volumes of Jewish manuscripts in Salamanca. 


1490 


Jews are expelled from Geneva and not allowed to return for over 300 years. 


1491 


The blood libel in La Guardia, Spain, where the alleged victim Holy Child of La Guardia became revered as a saint. 


1491 


Muhammad al-Maghili orders the expulsion and murder of the Jewish community in Tlemcen. 


1492 
The Jewish population of Tuat is massacred in a pogrom inspired by the preacher al-Maghili.[106 
1492 


Ferdinand II and Isabella issue General Edict on the Expulsion of the Jews from Spain: approx. 200,000. Some return to the Land of Israel. As 
many localities and entire countries expel their Jewish citizens (after robbing them), and others deny them entrance, the legend of 
the Wandering Jew, a condemned harbinger of calamity, gains popularity. 


1492 


Jews of Mecklenburg, Germany are accused of stabbing a consecrated wafer. 27 Jews are burned, including two women. The spot is still called 
the Judenberg. All the Jews are expelled from the Duchy. 


1492 


Askia Mohammad | decrees that all Jews must convert to Islam, leave or be killed. Judaism becomes illegal in Mali. This was based on the advice 
of Muhammad al-Maghili. The region of Timbuktu had previously been tolerant of other religions before Askia got into power. 


1493 

John II of Portugal deports several hundred Jewish children to the colony of São Tomé, where most of them die. 
1493 

Expulsion from Sicily: approx. 37,000. 

1494 

16 Jews are burned at the stake after a blood libel in Trnava. 

1494 


After a fire destroys the Jewish quarter of Cracow, the Polish king Jan | Olbracht transfers the Jews to Kazimierz, which would become the first 
Polish ghetto. Jews were confined to the ghetto until 1868. 


1495 


Jews in Lithuania are expelled and their property is seized. They were allowed to return 8 years later.[107] 
1495 

The Jews of Lecce are massacred and the Jewish quarter is burned to the ground. 

1495 

The French conquer Naples and persecute the local Jews. 

1496 

Jews living in Styria are expelled and all their property is confiscated.[108] 

1496 

Forced conversion and expulsion of Jews from Portugal. This included many who fled Spain four years earlier. 
1497 

Entire Jewish community of Graz is expelled. 

1497 

Manuel | of Portugal decrees that all Jews must convert or leave Portugal without their children. 

1498 


Prince Alexander of Lithuania forces most of the Jews to forfeit their property or convert. The main motivation is to cancel the debts the nobles 
owe to the Jews. Within a short time trade grinds to a halt and the Prince invites the Jews back in. 


1498 

French Jews are expelled from most of France. 
1499 

Jews of Nuremberg are expelled. 

1499 


Jews are banished from Verona. The Jews who were money lenders were replaced with Christian usurers who oppressed the poor so bad that 
the Jews were very shortly called to return.[109 


1499 
All New Christians are prohibited from leaving Portugal, even those who were forcibly baptized.[110 


Sixteenth century[edit] 


Jews from Worms, Germany wear the mandatory yellow badge. A moneybag and garlic in the hands are an antisemitic stereotype (sixteenth- 
century drawing). 


1501 

French Jews living in Provence are expelled. 

1504 

Jews living in Pilsen are expelled on charges of host desecration.[111] 

1504 

Several Jewish scholars are burned at the stake for proselytizing in Moscow.[112] 


1505 


Ten Ceské Budéjovice Jews are tortured and executed after being accused of killing a Christian girl; later, on his deathbed, a shepherd confesses 
to fabricating the accusation. 


1506 


A marrano expresses his doubts about miracle visions at St. Dominics Church in Lisbon, Portugal. The crowd, led by Dominican friars, kills him, 
then ransacks Jewish houses and slaughters any Jew they could find. The countrymen hear about the massacre and join in. Over 2,000 
marranos killed in three days. 


1509 


A converted Jew Johannes Pfefferkorn receives authority of Maximilian I, Holy Roman Emperor to destroy the Talmud and other Jewish 
religious books, except the Hebrew Bible, in Frankfurt. 


1510 


Forty Jews are executed in Brandenburg, Germany for allegedly desecrating the host; remainder expelled. 23 November. Less-wealthy Jews 
expelled from Naples; remainder heavily taxed. 38 Jews burned at the stake in Berlin. 


1510 


Spanish gain control of Calabria and expel all Jews and New Christians.[113] 


1510 

Spain gains control of Naples and expels the Jewish population. 

1511 

The officials of Conegliano try to expel the Jewish population but are unsuccessful. [114] 

1511 

Eight Roman Catholic converts from Judaism burned at the stake for allegedly reverting. 

1511 

Most Apulian Jews are either expelled or are tortured to death. Jewish property is seized and Synagogues are replaced with Catholic Churches. 
1514 

The Jewish population of Mittelberg is accused of host desecration. 

1515 

Jews are expelled from Laibach.[115] 

1515 

Jews are expelled from the city of Genoa, but are allowed back in a year later.[116] 

1515 

Emperor Maximillian expels Jews from Ljubljana.[117] 

1516 

The first ghetto is established, on one of the islands in Venice. 

1517 

Jews are beaten, raped and killed in Hebron, as their homes and businesses are looted and pillaged. 
1517 

The Jews of Safed is attacked by Mamluk forces and local Arabs. Many Jews are killed and their homes are plundered. 


1519 


The Jewish community of Ratisbon is expelled. The synagogue is destroyed and replaced with a chapel. Thousands of Jewish gravestones are 
taken and used for buildings. 


1519 


Martin Luther leads Protestant Reformation and challenges the doctrine of Servitus Judaeorum "... to deal kindly with the Jews and to instruct 
them to come over to us". 21 February. All Jews expelled from Ratisbon/Regensburg. 


1520 
Pope Leo X allows the Jews to print the Talmud in Venice. 
1523 


The conquest of Cranganore by the Portuguese leads to the complete destruction of the local Jewish community. Most refugees fled to 
Cochin.[118 


1523 
Mexico bans immigration from those who can't prove four generations of Catholic ancestry.[119 
1526 


Jews are expelled from Hungary, Croatia, and Slovakia following the Battle of Mohács. 


1527 

Jews are ordered to leave Florence, but the edict is soon rescinded. 

1528 

Three judaizers are burned at the stake in Mexico City's first auto da fe. 

1529 

30 Jewish men, women, and children are burned at the stake in Pezinok.[120] 
1532 

Solomon Molcho is burned at the stake for refusing to return to Catholicism after reverting to Judaism. 
1535 

After Spanish troops capture Tunis all the local Jews are sold into slavery. 
1539 

Jews are expelled from Nauheim.[121] 

1539 


Katarzyna Weiglowa, a Roman Catholic woman from the Kingdom of Poland who converted to Judaism is burned at the stake in Kraków under 
the charge of apostasy for refusing to call Jesus Christ the Son of God. She is regarded by Jews (among others) as a martyr. 


1540 

All Jews are banished from Prague. 

1542 

Moses Fishel of Cracow is accused of proselytizing and dies a martyr. 
1543 

Jews are exiled from Basel.[122] 

1543 


Jeronimo Diaz, a New Christian physician, is burned at the stake for holding heretical opinions in Goa, India. [123 


Bookcover of On the Jews and Their Lies 


1543 


In his pamphlet On the Jews and Their Lies Martin Luther advocates an eight-point plan to get rid of the Jews as a distinct group either 
by religious conversion or by expulsion: 


...Set fire to their synagogues or schools..." 


... their houses also be razed and destroyed..." 


..their prayer books and Talmudic writings... be taken from them..." 


...their rabbis be forbidden to teach henceforth on pain of loss of life and limb..." 


...Safe-conduct on the highways be abolished completely for the Jews..." 


..usury be prohibited to them, and that all cash and treasure of silver and gold be taken from them..." and "Such money should now be used in 
.. the following [way]... Whenever a Jew is sincerely converted, he should be handed [certain amount]..." 


"young, strong Jews and Jewesses [should]... earn their bread in the sweat of their brow..." 
"If we wish to wash our hands of the Jews' blasphemy and not share in their guilt, we have to part company with them. They must be driven 
from our country" and "we must drive them out like mad dogs." 


Luther "got the Jews expelled from Saxony in 1537, and in the 1540s he drove them from many German towns; he tried unsuccessfully to get 
the elector to expel them from Brandenburg in 1543. His followers continued to agitate against the Jews there: they sacked the Berlin 
synagogue in 1572 and the following year finally got their way, the Jews being banned from the entire country."[124] (See also Martin Luther 
and the Jews) 


1546 


Martin Luther's sermon Admonition against the Jews contains accusations of ritual murder, black magic, and poisoning of wells. Luther 
recognizes no obligation to protect the Jews. 


1547 


Ivan the Terrible becomes ruler of Russia and refuses to allow Jews to live in or even enter his kingdom because they "bring about great evil" 
(quoting his response to request by Polish king Sigismund Il). 


1547 


10 out of the 30 Jews living in Asolo are killed and their houses are robbed. [125 


1550 
Dr. Joseph Hacohen is chased out of Genoa for practicing medicine; soon all Jews are expelled. 
1553 


Pope Julius III forbids Talmud printing and orders burning of any copy found. Rome's Inquisitor-General, Cardinal Carafa (later Pope Paul IV) has 
Talmud publicly burnt in Rome on Rosh Hashanah, starting a wave of Talmud burning throughout Italy. About 12,000 copies were destroyed. 


1554 


Cornelio da Montalcino, a Franciscan Friar who converted to Judaism, is burned alive in Rome. 


1555 


In Papal Bull Cum nimis absurdum, Pope Paul IV writes: "It appears utterly absurd and impermissible that the Jews, whom God has condemned 
to eternal slavery for their guilt, should enjoy our Christian love." He renews anti-Jewish legislation and installs a locked nightly ghetto in Rome. 
The Bull also forces Jewish males to wear a yellow hat, females — yellow kerchief. Owning real estate or practicing medicine on Christians is 
forbidden. It also limits Jewish communities to only one synagogue. 


1555 


The Martyrs of 1555. 25 Jews in Ancona are hung or burned at the stake for refusing to convert to Christianity as a result of Pope Paul IV's Bull 
of 1555. 


1556 


Arumor is sent around that a poor woman in Sokhachev named Dorothy sold Jews the holy wafer received by her during communion, and that 
it was stabbed until it bled. The Bishop of Khelm accuses the local Jews, and eventually three Jews along with Dorothy Laz hentzka are arrested, 
put on the rack, and sentenced to death on charges of host desecration.[126] They were burned at the stake. Before their death, the martyred 
Jews made a declaration: 


"We have never stabbed the host, because we do not believe that the host is the Divine body, knowing that God has no body nor blood. We 
believe, as did our forefathers, that the Messiah is not God, but His messenger. We also know from experience that there can be no blood in 
flour." 


1557 
Jews are temporarily banished from Prague. 
1558 


Recanati, Italy: a baptized Jew Joseph Paul More enters synagogue on Yom Kippur under the protection of Pope Paul IV and tries to preach a 
conversion sermon. The congregation evicts him. Soon after, the Jews are expelled from Recanati. 


1559 

Pope Pius IV allows Talmud on conditions that it is printed by a Christian and the text is censored. 

1560 

The Goa Inquisition begins. 

1561 

Ferdinand | takes an oath to expel the Jews. Mordechai Zemach runs to Rome and convinces Pope Pius IV to cancel the decree. 
1563 


Russian troops take Polotsk from Lithuania, Jews are given ultimatum: embrace Russian Orthodox Church or die. Around 300 Jewish men, 
women and children were thrown into ice holes of Dvina river. 


1564 


Brest-Litovsk: the son of a wealthy Jewish tax collector is accused of killing the family's Christian servant for ritual purposes. He is tortured and 
executed in line with the law. King Sigismund II of Poland forbids future charges of ritual murder, calling them groundless. 


1565 
Jews are temporarily banished from Prague. 
1566 


Antonio Ghislieri elected and, as Pope Pius V, reinstates the harsh anti-Jewish laws of Pope Paul IV. In 1569 he expels Jews dwelling outside of 
the ghettos of Rome, Ancona, and Avignon from the Papal States, thus ensuring that they remain city-dwellers. 


1567 

Jews are allowed to live in France. 

1569 

Pope Pius V expels all the Jews of Bologna. He then gave their cemetery away and commended all Jewish gravestones to be destroyed. [127] 
1569 

Pope Pius V issues the Bull Hebraeorum gens sola which orders the expulsion of all Jews who refuse to convert. 


1571 


Jews in Berlin are forced to leave and their property is confiscated.[85 


1571 

The Mexican Inquisition begins. 

1574 

First auto-da-fé in Mexico. 

1581 

Pope Gregory XIII issues a Bull which prohibits the use of Jewish doctors. 
1583 

Three Portuguese conversos are burned at the stake in Rome.[128] 
1586 

Pope Sixtus V forbids printing of the Talmud. 

1590 


Jewish quarter of Mikulov (Nikolsburg) burns to ground and 15 people die while Christians watch or pillage. King Philip II of Spain orders 
expulsion of Jews from Lombardy. His order is ignored by local authorities until 1597, when 72 Jewish families are forced into exile. 


1591 

Philip II, King of Spain, banished all Jews from the duchy of Milan.[129] 

1592 

Esther Chiera is executed with one of her sons by the Sultan Murad III's calvary. [130] 
1593 


Pope Clement VIII confirms the Papal bull of Paul III that expels Jews from Papal states except ghettos in Rome and Ancona and issues Caeca et 
obdurata ("Blind Obstinacy"): "All the world suffers from the usury of the Jews, their monopolies and deceit. ... Then as now Jews have to be 
reminded intermittently anew that they were enjoying rights in any country since they left Palestine and the Arabian desert, and subsequently 
their ethical and moral doctrines as well as their deeds rightly deserve to be exposed to criticism in whatever country they happen to live." 


1593 

At least 900 are expelled from Bologna.[127] 

1595 

10 people are accused of practicing Judaism in Lima, Peru. Four of them are released and one named Francisco Rodriguez, is burned alive. [131] 
1596 


Francisca Nuñez de Carabajal was a Marrana (Jewish convert to Christianity) in New Spain executed by the Inquisition for "judaizing" in 1596. 
One of her children, Isabel, in her twenties at the time, was tortured until she implicated the whole of the Carabajal family. The whole family 
was forced to confess and abjure at a public auto-da-fé, celebrated on Saturday, 24 February 1590. Luis de Carabajal the younger (one of 
Francisca's sons), along with Francisca and four of her daughters, was condemned to perpetual imprisonment, and another one of Francisca's 
sons, Baltasar, who had fled upon the first warning of danger, was, along with his deceased father Francisco Rodriguez de Matos, burnt in 
effigy. In January, 1595, Francisca and her children were accused of a relapse into Judaism and convicted. During their imprisonment they were 
tempted to communicate with one another on Spanish pear seeds, on which they wrote touching messages of encouragement to remain true 
to their faith. At the resulting auto-da-fé, Francisca and her children Isabel, Catalina, Leonor, and Luis, died at the stake, together with Manuel 
Diaz, Beatriz Enriquez, Diego Enriquez, and Manuel de Lucena. Of her other children, Mariana, who lost her reason for a time, was tried and put 
to death at an auto-da-fé held in Mexico City on 25 March 1601; Anica, the youngest child, being "reconciled" at the same time. 


1598 
3 Jews in Lublin are brutally tortured and executed by quartering, after a Christian boy is found in a nearby swamp.[132 


Seventeenth century[edit] 


1600 
14 Judaizers are punished in Lima, Peru.[131 
1603 


Frei Diogo da Assumpcao, a partly Jewish friar who embraced Judaism, burned alive in Lisbon. 


1605 
16 Judaizers are arrested in Lima, Peru.[131 
1608 


The Jesuit order forbids admission to anyone descended from Jews to the fifth generation, a restriction lifted in the 20th century. Three years 
later Pope Paul V applies the rule throughout the Church, but his successor revokes it. 


1612 


The Hamburg Senate decides to officially allow Jews to live in Hamburg on the condition there is no public worship. 


Expulsion of the Jews from Frankfurt on 23 August 1614: "1380 persons old and young were counted at the exit of the gate" 
1614 


Vincent Fettmilch, who called himself the "new Haman of the Jews", leads a raid on Frankfurt synagogue that turned into an attack which 
destroyed the whole community. 


1615 

King Louis XIII of France decrees that all Jews must leave the country within one month on pain of death. 
1615 

The Guild led by Dr. Chemnitz, "non-violently" forced the Jews from Worms. 

1616 

Jesuits arrive in Grodno and accuse the Jews of host desecration and blood libel.[107] 

1618 


Anti-semitic pamphlet Mirror of the Polish Crown is published by professor Sebastian Miczynski. It accuses the Jews of murder, sacrileges, 
witchcraft, and urges their expulsion. It would go on to inspire anti-Jewish riots across Poland. 


1619 


Shah Abbasi of the Persian Sufi Dynasty increases persecution against the Jews, forcing many to outwardly practice Islam. Many keep practicing 
Judaism in secret. 


1622 

King Christian IV invites Jews to come and live in Denmark. 

1624 

Ghetto established in Ferrara, Italy. 

1624 

Christian theologian Antonio Homem is burned at the stake for pursuing Judaism. 
1625 

Jews of Vienna forced to live in a ghetto in Leopoldstadt. 


1628 


Roman Jewish mistress of the son of the duke of Parma is burned alive.[133] 

1630 

Jewish merchant Moses the Braider is burned alive after being accused of host desecration. 

1631 

Due to awful conditions in the Jewish Ghetto of Padua, 421 out of the 721 Jews living in the ghetto perish.[134] 
1632 


King Ladislaus IV of Poland forbids antisemitic books and printings. 


1632 


Shortly after Miguel Rodriguez is discovered holding onto Jewish rites, an Auto-da-fé is held in the presence of the King and Queen. Miguel and 
his wife Isabel Alvarez, and 5 others are burned alive publicly.[135 


1632 

Jewish-convert and martyr Nicolas Antoine is burned at the stake for heresy. 
1633 

Jews are banned from Radom.[136] 

1635 

Anti-Jewish riots take place in Vilna. 

1637 

Four Jews are publicly tortured and executed in Krakow. 

1639 


Over 60 Judaizers are burned at the stake at an Auto-da-fé in Lima, Peru. Among those martyred was physician Francisco Maldonado de Silva. 


1639 
Two Roman Jewish children are forcibly baptized by Pope Urban VIII.[137 
1639 


Jews of Lenchitza are accused of ritual murder after a young child is found dead in the woods. The blame falls on the Jews after a local gentile 
named Foma confesses to the crime then says he had been coerced into doing it by the Jews. Despite the lack of evidence, two Jewish elders 
named Meyer and Lazar are arrested and tortured, and eventually quartered publicly. [138 


1644 
Jewish martyr Judah the Believer is burned at the stake as he recites prayers in Hebrew. 

1647 

Jewish martyr Isaac de Castro Tartas is burned at the stake while he recites the Shema along with 6 other Jews.[139] 
1648-1655 


The Ukrainian Cossacks led by Bohdan Chmielnicki massacre about 100,000 Jews and similar number of Polishnobles, 300 Jewish communities 
destroyed. 


1649 
Largest Auto-da-fé in the New World. 109 victims, 13 were burned alive and 57 in effigy.[140 
1655 


Oliver Cromwell readmits Jews to England. 


1656 


All Jews are expelled from Isfahan because of the common belief of their impurity. The ones who don't are forced to convert to Islam. 


1657-1662 


Jews throughout Iran (including 7,000 in Kashan alone) are forced to convert to Islam as a result of persecutions by Abbas II of Persia.[141] 


1661 


Sephardic poet Antonio Enriquez Gómez is publicly burned in effigy in Seville.[142 


1663 


Two Christian Janissaries accuse the Jews of Istanbul of killing a child who had actually been killed by his own father. After killing his own son, 
he threw his body onto the Jewish quarter in order to implicate the Jews in the crime. Once the Grand Vizier learned the facts of the case from 
his spies stationed in the Greek quarter, he informed the Sultan and the Janissaries were put to death. 20 Jews were killed in total by the Greek 


mobs.[143 
1664 May 


Jews of Lemberg (now Lvov) ghetto organize self-defense against impending assault by students of Jesuit seminary and Cathedral school. The 
militia sent by the officials to restore order, instead joined the attackers. About 100 Jews killed. 


1669 

The majority of Jews in Oran are expelled.[144] 
1670 

Jews expelled from Vienna. 

1670 


Raphael Levy is burned at the stake over blood libel. After being offered a chance to convert and live, he declared that he had lived a Jew and 
would die a Jew. 


1679 


The Exile of Mawza. It is considered the single most traumatic event experienced collectively by the Jews of Yemen. All Jews living in nearly all 
cities and towns throughout Yemen were banished by decree of the king, Imam al-Mahdi Ahmad, and sent to a dry and barren region of the 
country named Mawza to withstand their fate or to die. Only a few communities who lived in the far eastern quarters of Yemen were spared 
this fate by virtue of their Arab patrons who refused to obey the King's orders. Many would die along the route and while confined to the hot 
and arid conditions of this forbidding terrain. 


1680 

Auto-da-fé in Madrid. 

1681 

Mob attacks against Jews in Vilna. It was condemned by King John Sobieski, who ordered the punishment of the guilty. 
1682 

Largest trial against alleged Judaizers in Lisbon, Portugal. 117 were tried in 3 days. 

1683 


Hungarian rebels known as Kuruc rushes into the town of Uhersky Brod, massacring the majority of it's Jewish inhabitants. Most of the victims 
were recent refugees who were expelled from Vienna in 1670. One of the Hebrews killed by the mob was Jewish historian Nathan ben Moses 
Hannover, who was a survivor of the Chmielnicki massacres. Most of the survivors fled to Upper Hungary. 


1684 
Attack on the Jewish ghetto of Buda.[145 


1686 


Only 500 Jews survive after Austrian sieged the city of Buda. Half of them are sold into slavery.[145][146 


1689 

Worms is invaded by the French and the Jewish quarter is reduced to ashes. 

1689 

The Jewish Ghetto of Prague is destroyed by French troops. After it was over 318 houses, 11 synagogues, and 150 Jews were dead. [147] 
1691 


219 people are convicted of being Jewish in Palma, Majorca. 37 of them are burned to death. Among those martyred is Raphael and his sister 
Catalina Benito, who although declaring she wanted to live, jumped right into the flames rather than to be baptized.[148][149 


1696 


A number of Marrano Jews are burned alive in Evora, Portugal. 


1698 


A female child is found dead at a church in Sandomierz. The mother of the child first said she placed her body in the church because she could 
not afford a burial, but after torture accused the Jewish leader Aaron Berek of the local community of murdering her daughter. The mother and 
Berek were sentenced the death.[150 


1699 


A mob attacks the Jewish Quarter of Bamberg but runs away after one Jew stops them by pouring baskets of ripe plums on the attackers. The 
event is still commemorated on the 29th of Nisan as the Zwetschgen-Ta’anit (Prune-Fest).[151 


Eighteenth century[edit] 

1703 

The Aleinu prayer is prohibited in most of Germany. 
1706 


After a plague hits Algeria which pushes the Jewish community into poverty, the local ruler decides the plague was caused by the Jews and 
orders their expulsion. Property is confiscated, synagogues are destroyed, until a sum is paid which further impoverishes the Jews of 


Algiers.[152 


1711 


Johann Andreas Eisenmenger writes his Entdecktes Judenthum ("Judaism Unmasked"), a work denouncing Judaismand which had a formative 
influence on modern antisemitic polemics. 


1712 


Blood libel in Sandomierz and expulsion of the town's Jews. 


1715 

Elector Max Emanuel orders the deportation of all Jews living in Bavaria.[153] 
1717 

All Jews living in Gibraltar are expelled. 

1718 

The last Jews of Carniola, Styria and Carinthia are expelled. 

1720 


Arab creditors set fire to an Ashkenazi synagogue, fed up with debts. Ashkenazic Jews are banned from Jerusalem along with anyone who looks 
like an Ashkenazi Jew. Some Ashkenazim dressed up like Sephardic Jews in order to fool the authorities.[154 


1721 


Maria Barbara Carillo was burned at the stake for heresy during the Spanish Inquisition. She was executed at the age of 95 or 96/155] and is the 
oldest person known to have been executed at the instigation of the Inquisition. [156]Carillo was sentenced to death for heresy for returning to 
her faith in Judaism. 


1724 


Jews of Radom are exiled.[136 


1727 


Edict of Catherine | of Russia: "The Jews... who are found in Ukraine and in other Russian provinces are to be expelled at once beyond the 
frontiers of Russia." 


1734 
1736: The Haidamaks, paramilitary bands in Polish Ukraine, attack Jews. 
1736 


Maria Francisca Ana de Castro, called La bella toledana, a Spanish immigrant to Peru, was arrested in 1726, accused of "judaizing" (being a 
practicing Jew). She was burned at the stake after an auto de fe in 1736. This event was a major spectacle in Lima, but it raised questions about 
possible irregular procedures and corruption within the Inquisition. 


1737 
Blood libel in Jarostaw leads to Jews being tortured, some commit suicide to stop the torture and some were tortured until they are dead.[157 
1742 


Elizabeth of Russia issues a decree of expulsion of all the Jews out of Russian Empire. Her resolution to the Senate's appeal regarding harm to 
the trade: "I don't desire any profits from the enemies of Christ". One of the deportees is Antonio Ribera Sanchez, her own personal physician 
and the head of army's medical dept. 


1743 
The Russians gain control of Riga and all local Jews are expelled.[158 
1744 


Frederick II The Great (a "heroic genius", according to Hitler) limits Breslau to ten "protected" Jewish families, on the grounds that otherwise 
they will "transform it into complete Jerusalem". He encourages this practice in other Prussian cities. In 1750 he issues Revidiertes General 
Privilegium und Reglement vor die Judenschaft: "protected" Jews had an alternative to "either abstain from marriage or leave Berlin" (Simon 
Dubnow). 


1744 


Archduchess of Austria Maria Theresa orders: "... no Jew is to be tolerated in our inherited duchy of Bohemia" by the end of Feb. 1745. In 
December 1748 she reverses her position, on condition that Jews pay for readmission every ten years. This extortion was known as malke- 
geld (queen's money). In 1752 she introduces the law limiting each Jewish family to one son. 


1746 


The city of Radom bans Jews from entering.[136 


1753 

The Jewish community of Kaunas is expelled. 

1755 

Jeronimo Jose Ramos, a merchant from Braganza, is burned at the stake for being secretly Jewish. 
1761 


Several Jews from Alsace are executed after being accused of host desecration. 


1761 


The Jews of Kaunas are expelled after anti-Jewish riots.[159 


1762 
Rhode Island refuses to grant Jews citizenship stating "no person who is not of the Christian religion can be admitted free to this colony." 
1766 


All but 6 Jews are expelled from Torun.[160 


1768 
Haidamaks massacre the Jews of Uman, Ukrain. 
1775 


Pope Pius VI issues a severe Editto sopra gli ebrei (Edict concerning the Jews). Previously lifted restrictions are reimposed, Judaism is 
suppressed. 


1776 


The Jewish community of Basra is massacred.[161 


1782 


Holy Roman Emperor Joseph II abolishes most of persecution practices in Toleranzpatent on condition that Yiddishand Hebrew are eliminated 
from public records and judicial autonomy is annulled. Judaism is branded "quintessence of foolishness and nonsense". Moses 
Mendelssohn writes: "Such a tolerance... is even more dangerous play in tolerance than open persecution". 


1783 

The Sultan expels the Moroccan Jews for failing to pay an exorbitant ransom.[162] 

1785 

Ali Burzi Pasha murders hundreds of Libyan Jews.[163] 

1786 

Jews are expelled from Jedda, most of them flee to Yemen. [164] 

1790 

Yazid becomes the Sultan of Morocco and immediately orders troops to massacre and plunder the Jewish quarter of Tétouan. 
1790 


The Touro Synagogue's warden, Moses Seixas, wrote to George Washington, expressing his support for Washington's administration and good 
wishes for him. Washington sent a letter in response, which read in part: 


"... the Government of the United States ... gives to bigotry no sanction, to persecution no assistance. ... May the children of the Stock of 
Abraham, who dwell in this land, continue to merit and enjoy the good will of the other Inhabitants; while every one shall sit in safety under his 
own vine and figtree, and there shall be none to make him afraid. May the father of all mercies scatter light and not darkness in our paths, and 
make us all in our several vocations useful here, and in his own due time and way everlastingly happy." 


— Letter of George Washington to the Hebrew Congregation in Newport, Rhode Island[165 


There is an annual event reading Washington's letter, and speakers at the annual event have included Supreme Court Justices Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg and Elena Kagan;[166] and Brown University Presidents Ruth Simmons[167] and Christina Paxson.[168] 


1790 
Eleazer Solomon is quartered for the alleged murder of a Christian girl in Grodno. 


1790-1792 


Destruction of most of the Jewish communities of Morocco. 

1791 

Catherine II of Russia confines Jews to the Pale of Settlement and imposes them with double taxes.[169] 
1797 


Napoleon calls for the end of Jewish segregation, ghettoization and the denial of equal rights. 


Persecution of 
Muslims 
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This article is about acts committed against Muslims because of their faith. For negative attitudes 
towards Muslims, see Islamophobia. For specific incidents, see Islamophobic incidents. 


Persecution of Muslims is the religious persecution inflicted upon followers of the Islamic faith. This 
page lists incidents in both medieval and modern history in which Muslim populations have been 
targeted for persecution by non-Muslim groups. 


Early Islam{edit] 
Main article: Persecution of Muslims by the Meccans 


In the early days of Islam at Mecca, the new Muslims were often subjected to abuse and persecution 
by the paganMeccans (often called Mushrikin: the unbelievers or polytheists). Some were killed, 
such as Sumayyah bint Khabbab, the seventh convert to Islam, who was allegedly tortured first 

by Amr ibn Hisham.2| Even the Islamic Prophet Muhammadwas subjected to such abuse; while he 
was praying near the Kaaba, Uqba ibn Abu Mu'ayt threw the entrails of a sacrificed camel over him. 
Abu Lahab's wife Umm Jamil would regularly dump filth outside his door and placed thorns in the 
path to his house." 


Accordingly, if free Muslims were attacked, slaves who converted were subjected to far worse. The 
master of the Ethiopian Bilal ibn Rabah (who would become the first muezzin) would take him out 
into the desert in the boiling heat of midday and place a heavy rock on his chest, demanding that he 
forswear his religion and pray to the polytheists' gods and goddesses, until Abu Bakr bought him and 
freed him.41 


Crusadesj{edit] 


The First Crusade was launched in 1095 by Pope Urban II, with the stated goal of regaining control 
of the sacred city of Jerusalem and the Holy Land from the Muslims, who had captured them from 
the Byzantines in 638. The Fatimid Caliph, Al Hakim of Cairo, known as the "mad 

Caliph" destroyed the ancient and magnificent Constantine Church of the Holy Sepulcher in 1009, 


as well as most other Christian churches and shrines in the Holy Land. 


This, in conjunction with the killings of Germanic pilgrims traveling to Jerusalem from Byzantium, 
raised the anger of Europe, and inspired Pope Urban II to call on all Catholic Rulers, Knights and 
Gentleman to recapture the Holy Land from Muslim rule. 


It was also partly a response to the Investiture Controversy, which was the most significant conflict 
between secular and religious powers in medieval Europe. The controversy began as a dispute 
between the Holy Roman Emperor and the Gregorian Papacy and gave rise to the political concept 
of Christendom as a union of all peoples and sovereigns under the direction of the pope; as both 
sides tried to marshal public opinion in their favor, people became personally engaged in a dramatic 
religious controversy. Also of great significance in launching the crusade were the string of victories 
by the Seljuk Turks, which saw the end of Arab rule in Jerusalem. 


On 7 May 1099 the crusaders reached Jerusalem, which had been recaptured from the Seljuks by 
the Fatimids of Egypt only a year before. On 15 July, the crusaders were able to end the siege by 
breaking down sections of the walls and entering the city. Over the course of that afternoon, evening 
and next morning, the crusaders killed almost every inhabitant of Jerusalem. Muslims and Jews 
alike. Although many Muslims sought shelter atop the Temple Mountinside the Al-Aqsa Mosque, the 
crusaders spared few lives. According to the anonymous Gesta Francorum, in what some believe to 
be one of the most valuable contemporary sources of the First Crusade, "...the slaughter was so 
great that our men waded in blood up to their ankles...."“ Tancred, Prince of Galilee claimed 

the Temple quarter for himself and offered protection to some of the Muslims there, but he was 
unable to prevent their deaths at the hands of his fellow crusaders. According to Fulcher of Chartres: 
"Indeed, if you had been there you would have seen our feet coloured to our ankles with the blood of 
the slain. But what more shall | relate? None of them were left alive; neither women nor children 
were spared." 


During the First Crusade and the massacre at Jerusalem, it has been reported that the Crusaders 
"[circled] the screaming, flame-tortured humanity singing ‘Christ We Adore Thee!’ with their Crusader 
crosses held high". Muslims were indiscriminately killed, and Jews who had taken refuge in their 
Synagogue were killed when it was burnt down by the Crusaders. 


Southern Italyjedit] 
Further information: History of Islam in southern Italy, Emirate of Sicily, Muslim settlement of Lucera, 
and Muslim conquest of Sicily 


The island of Sicily was conquered by the Aghlabids by the 10th century after over a century of 
conflict, with the Byzantine Empire losing their final stronghold in 965.19 The Normans conquered the 
last Arab Muslim stronghold by 1091.) Subsequently, taxes were imposed on the Muslim minority 
called the jizya (locally spelled gisia) which was a continuation of the jizya imposed on non-Muslims 
in Sicily, by Muslim rulers in the 11th century, before the Norman conquest. Another tax on levied 
them for a time was the augustale.“2! Muslim rebellion broke out during the reign of Tancred as King 
of Sicily. Lombard pogroms against Muslims started in the 1160s. Muslim and Christian communities 
in Sicily became increasingly geographically separated. The island's Muslim communities were 
mainly isolated beyond an internal frontier which divided the south-western half of the island from the 
Christian north-east. Sicilian Muslims, a subject population, were dependent on royal protection. 
When King William the Good died in 1189, this royal protection was lifted, and the door was opened 
for widespread attacks against the island's Muslims. Toleration of Muslims ended with increasing 
Hohenstaufen control. Many oppressive measures, passed by Frederick II, were introduced in order 
to please the Popes who could not tolerate Islam being practiced in Christendom: the result was in a 
rebellion of Sicily's Muslims. This triggered organized and systematic reprisals which marked the 
final chapter of Islam in Sicily. The rebellion abated, but direct papal pressure induced Frederick to 
mass transfer all his Muslim subjects deep into the Italian hinterland.23#4I0sI16 In 1224, Frederick 

Il expelled all Muslims from the island transferring many to Lucera (Lugérah, as it was known in 
Arabic) over the next two decades. In this controlled environment they could not challenge royal 
authority and they benefited the crown in taxes and military service. Their numbers eventually 


reached between 15,000 and 20,000, leading Lucera to be called Lucaera Saracenorum because it 
represented the last stronghold of Islamic presence in Italy. During peacetime, Muslims in Lucera 
were predominantly farmers. They grew durum wheat, barley, legumes, grapes and other fruits. 
Muslims also kept bees for honey." The Muslim settlement of Lucera was destroyed by Charles II of 
Naples with backing from the papacy. The Muslims were either massacred, forcibly converted, 
enslaved or exiled. Their abandoned mosques were demolished, and churches were usually built in 
their place. The Lucera Cathedral was built on the site of a mosque which was destroyed. The 
mosque was the last one still functioning in medieval Italy by that time.“slslzolzu221 Some were exiled, 
with many finding asylum in Albania across the Adriatic Sea.#8!24| Islam was no longer a major 
presence in the island by the 14th century. 


The Aghlabids also conquered the island of Malta at the same time during their invasion of 

Sicily.24 Per the Al-Himyarithe island was reduced to an uninhabited ruin due to the conquest. The 
place was later converted into a settlement by Muslims.22 The Normans conquered it as the same 
time as Sicily.24 The Normans however didn't interfere in the matters of Muslims of the island and 
gave them a tributary status.28! Their conquest however led to the Christianisationand Latinisation of 
the island.22 An annual fine on the Christian community for killing of a Muslim was also repealed in 
the 12th century, signifying the degradation of the protection given to the Muslims.£2 Most of the 
Maltese Muslims were deported by 1271.84 All Maltese Muslims had converted to Christianity by the 
end of the 15th century and had to find ways to disguise their previous identities by Latinizing or 
adopting new surnames.) 


Mongol invasions{edit] 


Genghis Khan, and the following Yuan Emperors in China forbade Islamic practices like halal 
butchering, forcing Mongol methods of butchering animals on Muslims, and other restrictive degrees 
continued. Muslims had to slaughter sheep in secret.®! Genghis Khan directly referred to Muslims as 
"slaves", and he demanded that they follow the Mongol method of eating rather than the halal 

one. Circumcision was also forbidden.£425! Towards the end of their rule, the corruption of the 
Mongol court and the persecution of Muslims became so severe that Muslim generals joined Han 
Chinese in rebelling against the Mongols. The Ming founder Zhu Yuanzhang had Muslim generals 
like Lan Yu who rebelled against the Mongols and defeated them in combat. Some Muslim 
communities had the name "kamsia,” which, in HokkienChinese, means "thank you"; many Hui 
Muslims claim that their communities were named "kamsia"because the Han Chinese appreciated 
the important role they played in assisting them to overthrow the Mongols. The Muslims in 

the Semu class also revolted against the Yuan dynasty in the Ispah Rebellion but the rebellion was 
crushed and the Muslims were massacred by the Yuan loyalist commander Chen Youding. 


Further information: Battle of Baghdad (1258) and Mongol invasions of Syria 


Following the brutal Mongol invasion of Central Asia under Genghis Khan, and after the sack of 
Baghdad, the Mongol Empire's rule extended across most Muslim lands in Asia. The Abbasid 
caliphate was destroyed and the Islamic civilization suffered much devastation, especially 

in Mesopotamia, and Tengriism and Buddhism replaced it as the official religion of the 
empire.£4 However, the Mongols attacked people for goods and riches and not because of their 
religion. Later, many Mongol khans and rulers themselves became Muslims such as Oljeitu and 
other IIkhanid and Golden Horderulers and inhabitants. There was no real effort to replace Islam with 
any other religion, just the desire to plunder goods from anyone who didn't submit, which was 
characteristic of Mongol warfare. During the Yuan Dynasty that the Mongols founded, Muslim 
scientists were highly regarded and Muslim beliefs were respected. On the Mongol attacks, the 
Muslim historian, ibn al-Athir lamented: 


I shrank from giving a recital of these events on the account of their magnitude and abhorrence. 
Even now | come reluctant to the task, for who would deem it a light thing to sing the death song of 
Islam and the Muslims or find it easy to tell this tale? O that my mother had not given me birth! 22! 


The detailed atrocities include: 


e The Grand Library of Baghdad, containing countless precious historical documents and books 
on subjects ranging from medicine to astronomy, was destroyed. Survivors said that the waters 
of the Tigris ran black with ink from the enormous quantities of books that were flung into the 
river. 

e Citizens attempted to flee, but they were intercepted by Mongol soldiers who killed them with 
abandon. Martin Sicker writes that close to 90,000 people may have died (Sicker 2000, p. 111). 
Other estimates go much higher. Wassafclaims the loss of life was several hundred thousand. 
lan Frazier of The New Yorker says estimates of the death toll have ranged from 200,000 to a 
million.22 

e The Mongols looted and then destroyed mosques, palaces, libraries, and hospitals. Grand 
buildings that had been the work of generations were burned to the ground. 

e The caliph was captured and forced to watch as his citizens were murdered and his treasury 
was plundered. According to most accounts, the caliph was killed by trampling. The Mongols 
rolled the caliph up in a rug, and rode their horses over him, because they believed that the 
earth would be offended if it were ever touched by royal blood. All but one of his sons were 
killed, and the sole surviving son was sent to Mongolia. 

e Hulagu had to move his camp upwind of the city, due to the stench of decay that emanated from 
its ruins. 


At the intervention of Hulagu's Nestorian Christian wife, Dokuz Khatun, the city's Christian 
inhabitants were spared.4% Hulagu offered the royal palace to the Nestorian Catholicos Mar 
Makikha, and he ordered that a cathedral should be built for him.£2 Ultimately, the seventh ruler of 
the Ilkhanate dynasty, Mahmud Ghazan, converted from Tengrism to Islam, and thus began the 
gradual trend of the decline of Tengrism and Buddhism in the region and its replacement by the 
renaissance of Islam. Later, three of the four principal Mongol khanates embraced Islam.) 


Iberian Peninsulajedit] 


Main articles: Forced conversions of Muslims in Spain, Expulsion of the Moriscos, Spanish 
Inquisition, and Islam in Spain 


See also: Reconquista and Morisco rebellions in Granada 


Arabs relying largely on Berbers conquered the Iberian Peninsula starting in 711, subduing the 
whole Visigothic Kingdomby 725. The triumphant Umayyads got conditional capitulations probably in 
most of the towns, so that they could get a compromise with the native population. This was not 
always so. For example, Mérida, Cordova, Toledo, or Narbonne were conquered by storm or after 
laying siege on them. The arrangement reached with the locals was based on respecting the laws 
and traditions used in each place, so that the Goths (a legal concept, not an ethnic one, i.e. the 
communities ruled by the Forum ludicum) continued to be ruled on new conditions by their own 
tribunals and laws.“The Gothic Church remained in place and collaborated with the new 

masters. Al-Andalus or Muslim ruled Iberian peninsula, was conquered by northern Christian 
kingdoms in 1492, as a result of their expansion taking place especially after the definite collapse of 


the Caliphate of Cordova in 1031. 


The coming of the Crusades (starting with the massacre of Barbastro) and similarly entrenched 
positions on the northern African Almoravids, who took over al-Andalus as of 1086, added to the 
difficult coexistence between communities, including Muslims in Christian ruled territory, or 

the Mozarabic rite Christians (quite different from those of the northern kingdoms), and further 
minority groups. The Almohads, a fanatic north African sect, pushed the boundaries of religious 
intolerance during their occupation of al-Andalus, affecting also the Jews.45 


During the expansion south of the northern Christian kingdoms, depending on the local capitulations, 
local Muslims were allowed to remain (Mudéjars) with extreme restrictions, while some were 


forcefully converted into the Christian faith. After the conquest of Granada, all the Spanish Muslims 
were under Christian rule. The new acquired population spoke Arabic or Mozarabic, and the 
campaigns to convert them were unsuccessful. Legislation was gradually introduced to remove 
Islam, culminating with the Muslims being forced to convert to Catholicism by the Spanish 
Inquisition. They were known as Moriscosand considered New Christians. Further laws were 
introduced, as on 25 May 1566, stipulating that they 'had to abandon the use of Arabic, change their 
costumes, that their doors must remain open every Friday, and other feast days, and that their 
baths, public and private, to be torn down.'“2 The reason doors were to be left open so as to 
determine whether they secretly observed any Islamic festivals.“4 King Philip Il of Spain ordered the 
destruction of all public baths on the grounds of them being relics of infidelity, notorious for their use 
by Muslims performing their purification rites.4842 The possession of books or papers in Arabic was 
near concrete proof of disobedience with severe repercussions. On 1 January 1568, Christian 
priests were ordered to take all Morisco children between the ages of three and fifteen, and place 
them in schools, where they were forced to learn Castillian and Christian doctrine. 54 All these laws 
and measures required force to be implemented, and from much earlier. 


Between 1609 and 1614 the Moriscos were expelled from Spain.£2! They were to depart 'under the 
pain of death and confiscation, without trial or sentence ... to take with them no money, bullion, 
jewels or bills of exchange ... just what they could carry.'&! 


Polish—Lithuanian Commonwealth (edit) 
Main articles: Lioka Tatars and Grand Duchy of Lithuania 


See also: Lipka Rebellion 


The Lipka Tatars, also known as Polish Tatars or Lithuanian Tatars, were a community of Tatar 
Muslims who migrated into the Grand Duchy of Lithuania and became Polonized. 


The Counter-Reformation of the Catholic Church in the Polish—Lithuanian Commonwealth led to 
persecution of Muslims, Jews, and Orthodox Christians. The ways the Muslims were persecuted 
included banning the repair of old mosques and preventing new ones from being constructed, 
banning serfdom of Christians under Muslims, banning marriage of Christian females to Muslims, 
putting limitations on property ownership among Tatars and the Polish-Ottoman Wars fed into the 
discriminatory atmosphere against them and led to anti-Islamic writings and attacks. 


Sikhs and Sikh Empire{edit) 


Following the Sikh occupation of Samana in 1709, the Sikh army participated in a massacre of the 
city's residents. 10,000 unarmed Muslim men and women were slain.£ Following the Siege of 
Sirhind, Banda Singh Bahadur ordered that all men, women and children be executed. All 
residents of Sirhind, whether they were men, women or children were all burned alive or slain. In 
December 1757, Sikhs pillaged the Doab and the city of Jullunder.©! During this pillaging, "Children 
were put to the sword, women were dragged out and forcibly converted to Sikhism" and Mosques 


were defiled by pigs blood.© The body of Nassir Ali was dug out by Sikhs and flesh was thrust into 
it. 551 


Ranjit Singh went to Peshawar and pillaged the city, cut down trees for which the city was famous, 
burnt the palace of Bala Hissar and its mosque was defiled. etaton needed Diwan Chand became the first 
Hindu Governor of Kashmir after 1354 and enacted dozens of anti-Muslim laws. He raised the tax on 
Muslims, demolished the Jama Masjid of Srinagar and prohibited cow slaughter. The punishment for 
cow slaughter was the death penalty without any exception. He abducted all 

the Pashtun and Uzbek women and infamously sold them at Hira Mandi, a very popular market in 
Lahore (the Sikh Empire Capital).5%8s753 Maharaja Ranjit Singh in lieu of helping Shah Shuja the 
grandson of Ahmad Shah Durrani asked for the ban of cow slaughter in Afghanistan and with Ranjit 
Singh's help, Shuja regained the Kabul Throne and imposed a ban on cow slaughter in Kabul. sa 


Sayyid Ahmed Barelvi declared war against Maharaja Ranjit Singh and recruited many Muslims from 
madrassas. However the Yousufzai and Muhammadzai Khawaneen didn't like his egalitarian ideals 
and betrayed Sayyid Ahmed Shahid and his army at the battle of Balakot and supported the Sikh 
Army in the Battle of Balakote in 1831, and Barelvi's head was severed by Sikh General Hari Singh 
Nalwa. susen 


Muslims still revered Sayyid Ahmad, however he was defeated and killed in the battle by Sikh 
Forces commanded by Hari Singh Nalwa and Gulab Singh. Raja Aggar Khan of Rajaouri was 
defeated, humiliated by the Ranjit Singh commander Gulab Singh and was brought to Lahore where 
he was beheaded by Gulab Singh of Jammu. £3 


Modern erajedit] 


Asia Minor{edit] 
See also: Persecution of Ottoman Muslims 


In retaliation for the Armenian and Greek Genocides, many Muslims (Turkish and Kurdish) were 
killed by Russians and Armenians in eastern provinces in Ottoman Empire (including Bayburt, Bitlis, 
Erzincan, Erzurum, Kars and Mus). 4165) 


On 14 May 1919, the Greek army landed in Izmir (Smyrna), which marked the beginning of 

the Greco-Turkish War (1919-1922). During the war, the Greek side committed a number of 
atrocities in western provinces (such as Izmir, Manisa and Usak),®® the local Muslim population was 
subjected to massacre, ravaging and rape.©2 Johannes Kolmodin was a Swedish orientalist in Izmir. 
He wrote in his letters that the Greek army had burned 250 Turkish villages. ©! 


Southeastern Europe (Balkans) (edit) 
See also: Persecution of Ottoman Muslims, Massacres during the Greek Revolution, Expulsion of 
the Albanians 1877—1878, and Massacres of Albanians in the Balkan Wars 


As the Ottoman Empire entered a permanent phase of decline in the late 17th century it was 
engaged in a protracted state of conflict, losing territories both in Europe and the Caucasus. The 
victors were the Christian States, the old Habsburg and Romanov Empires and the new nation- 
states of Greece, Serbia, Romania and Bulgaria.©! Rival European powers encouraged the 
development of nationalist ideologies among the Ottoman subjects in which the Muslims were 
portrayed as an ethnic "fifth column” left over from a previous era that could not be integrated into 
the planned future states. The struggle to rid themselves of Ottomans became an important element 
of the self-identification of the Balkan Christians. 


According to Mark Levene, the Victorian public in the 1870s paid much more attention to the 
massacres and expulsions of Christians than to massacres and expulsions of Muslims, even if ona 
greater scale. He further suggests that such massacres were even favored by some circles. Mark 
Levene also argues that the dominant powers, by supporting "nation-statism" at the Congress of 
Berlin, legitimized "the primary instrument of Balkan nation-building": ethnic cleansing.“ Hall points 
out that atrocities were committed by all sides during the Balkan conflicts. Deliberate terror was 
designed to instigate population movements out of particular territories. The aim of targeting the 
civilian population was to carve ethnically homogeneous countries.1 


During the Russo-Turkish War of 1787-1792 the Russian Army commander Alexander 

Suvorov successfully besieged the fortress of Izmail on 22 December 1790. Ottoman forces inside 
the fortress had the orders to stand their ground to the end, haughtily declining the Russian 
ultimatum. Alexander Suvorov announced the capture of Ismail in 1791 to the Tsaritsa Catherine in a 
doggerel couplet, after the assault had been pressed from house to house, room to room, and nearly 
every Muslim man, woman, and child in the city had been killed in three days of uncontrolled 


massacre, 40,000 Turks dead, a few hundred taken into captivity. For all his bluffness, Suvorov later 
told an English traveller that when the massacre was over he went back to his tent and wept.2! 


Muslim Albanians, along smaller numbers of urban Turks (some with Albanian heritage), were 
expelled by the Serb armyfrom most parts of the Sanjak of Nis and fled to the Kosovo Vilayet during 
and after the Serbian—Ottoman War (1876-78). An estimated 60—70,000 to as low as 

30,00 0Zsizslzzizsi7s1801 Albanians were either expelled, fled and/or retreated from the captured areas 
seeking refuge in Ottoman Kosovo.”8 The departure of the Albanian population from these regions 
was done in a manner that today would be characterized as ethnic cleansing.&4 


Justin McCarty estimates that between 1821 and 1922 around five and a half million Muslims were 
driven out of Europe and five million more were killed or died of disease and starvation while 
fleeing.£21 Cleansing occurred as a result of the Serbian and Greek independence in the 1820s and 
1830s, the Russo-Turkish War 1877—1878, and culminating in the Balkan Wars 1912-1913. Mann 
describes these acts as "murderous ethnic cleansing on stupendous scale not previously seen in 
Europe" referring to the 1914 Carnegie Endowment report.2&4 It is estimated that at the turn of the 
20th century there were 4,4 million Muslims living in the Balkan zone of Ottoman control.22 More 
than one million Muslims left the Balkans in the last three decades of the 19th century.24 Between 
1912 and 1926 nearly 2.9 million Muslims were either killed or forced to emigrate to Turkey. £4 


Between 10,0002 and 30,000##l29 Turks were killed in Tripolitsa by Greek rebels in the summer of 
1821, including the entire Jewish population of the city. Similar events as these occurred elsewhere 
during the Greek Revolution resulting in the eradication and expulsion of virtually the entire Turkish 
population of the Morea. These acts ensured the ethnic homogenization of the area under the rule of 
the future modern Greek state.£! According to claims by Turkish delegations, in 1878 the Muslim 
inhabitants in Thessaly are estimated to be 150,000 and in 1897 the Muslims numbered 50,000 in 
Crete. By 1919 there were virtually no Muslims left in Thessaly and only 20,000 in Crete. £4 


In the Bulgarian insurgency of the April Uprising in 1876 an estimate of 1,000 Muslims were 
killed.22241 During the Russo-Turkish War large numbers of Turks were either killed, perished or 
became refugees. There are different estimates about the casualties of the war. Crampton describes 
an exodus of 130,000-—150,000 expelled of which approximately half returned for an intermediary 
period encouraged by the Congress of Berlin. Hupchick and McCarthy point out that 260,000 
perished and 500,000 became refugees." The Turkish scholars Karpat and Ipek argue that up to 
300,000 were killed and 1-1.5 million were forced to emigrate.£1 Members of the European press 
who covered the war in Bulgaria reported on the Russian atrocities against Muslims. Witness 
accounts from Schumla and Razgrad describe children, women and elderly wounded by sabres and 
lances. They stated that the entire Muslim population of many villages had been 

massacred. Recently uncovered photographs in the archive of the German Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs from the Russo-Turkish War 1877—1878 show the massacre of Muslims by the Russians in 
the region of Stara Zagora claiming to have affected some 20,000 Muslim civilians.“ 


Massacres against Turks and Muslims during the Balkan Wars in the hands of Bulgarians, Greeks 
and Armenians are described in detail in the 1912 Carnegie Endowment report.“° The Bulgarian 
violence during the Balkan War included burning of villages, transforming mosques into churches, 
rape of women and mutilation of bodies. It is estimated that 220,000 Pomaks were 

forcefully Christianized and forbidden to bear Islamic religious clothing.“ 


Bulgaria|edit| 
Main articles: Islam in Bulgaria, Turks in Bulgaria, Bulgarian Muslims, and Pomak 


Half a million Muslims succeeded in reaching Ottoman controlled lands and 672,215 were reported 
to have remained after the war. Approximately a quarter of a million perished from massacres, cold, 
disease and other harsh conditions.“!According to Aubaret, the French Consul in Ruse in 1876 in 
the Danube Vilayetwhich also included Northern Dobruja in today's Romania, as well as substantial 
territory in today's southern Serbia, there were 1,120,000 Muslims and 1,233,500 non-Muslims of 


whom 1,150,000 were Bulgarian. Between 1876 and 1878, through massacres, epidemics, hunger 
and war a large portion of the Turkish population vanished.4%4 


Cambodiajedit 


The Cham Muslims suffered serious purges with as much as half of their population exterminated by 
communists in Cambodia during the 1970s.4°! About half a million Muslims were killed. According to 
Cham sources, 132 mosques were destroyed during the Khmer Rouge. Only 20 of the previous 113 
most prominent Cham clergy in Cambodia survived the Khmer Rouge period. n% 


Chinajedit] 
Main articles: Dungan revolt (1862-1877), Dungan revolt (1895-96), Panthay rebellion, July 2009 
Urümqi riots, and Ghulja incident 


The Dungan revolt erupted due to infighting between different Muslim Sufi sects, the Khafiya and the 
Jahariyya, and the Gedimu. When the rebellion failed, mass-immigration of the Dungan 

people into Imperial Russia, Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan ensued. Before the war, the population of 
Shaanxi province totalled approximately 13 million inhabitants, at least 1,750,000 of whom were 
Dungan (Hui). After the war, the population dropped to 7 million; at least 150,000 fled. But once- 
flourishing Chinese Muslim communities fell 93% in the revolt in Shaanxi province. Between 1648 
and 1878, around twelve million Hui and Han Chinese were killed in ten unsuccessful uprisings. 2208) 


The revolts were harshly suppressed by the Manchu government in a manner that amounts to 
genocide. amonu Approximately a million people in the Panthay rebellion were killed,“247and 
several million in the Dungan revolt“! as a "washing off the Muslims"(3[B] (xi Hui)) policy had been 
long advocated by officials in the Manchu government.“ Many Chinese Muslim generals like Ma 
Zhanao, Ma Anliang, Ma Qianling, Dong Fuxiang, Ma Haiyan, and Ma Julung helped the Qing 
dynasty defeat the rebel Muslims, and were rewarded, and their followers were spared from the 
genocide. The Han Chinese Qing general Zuo Zongtang even relocated the Han from the 

suburbs Hezhou when the Muslims there surrendered as a reward so that Hezhou (now Linxia Hui 
Autonomous Prefecture) is still heavily Muslim to this day and is the most important city for Hui 
Muslims in China. The Muslims were granted amnesty and allowed to live as long as they stayed 
outside the city.“8! Some of the Muslims who fought, like General Dong, did not do it because they 
were Muslim, rather, like many other generals, they gathered bands of followers and fought at 

will mams 


During the revolt, Uzbek Muslim forces under Yaqub Beg carried out massacres on Dungan 
Muslims. In one instance, they massacred Dungans in lli, in the Battle of Urümqi (1870). The Uzbeks 
even enlisted non-Muslim Han Chinese militia to help kill Dungans and conquer Xinjiang.“ 


Criticism|edit| 


Various sources criticize the claims that the Dungan and Panthay Revolts were due to religious 
persecution by the Qing. 


The Dungan and Panthay Revolts by the Hui occurred because of racial antagonism and class 
warfare, not purely religious strife as is sometimes mistakenly assumed.2% 


The Panthay rebellion was not religious in nature, since the Muslims were joined by non-Muslim 
Shan and Kakhyen and other hill tribes in the revolt.424 A British officer testified that the Muslims did 
not rebel for religious reasons, and the Chinese were tolerant of different religions and unlikely to 
have caused the revolt by interfering with the practice of Islam.“ In addition, loyalist Muslim forces 
helped the Qing crush the rebel Muslims.22! 


Du Wenxiu was not aiming his rebellion at Han, but was anti-Qing and wanted to destroy the 
Manchu government. During the revolt Hui from provinces which were not in rebellion, like Sichuan 
and Zhejiang, served as negotiators between rebel Hui and the Qing government. One of Du 
Wenxiu's banners said "Deprive the Manchu Qing of their Mandate to Rule" ($ fima), and he 


called on Han to assist Hui to overthrow the Manchu regime and drive them out of China. 1241251 Du's 
forces led multiple non-Muslim forces, including Han Chinese, Li, Bai, and Hani.“28 Du Wenxiu also 
called for unity between Muslim Hui and Han. He was quoted as saying "our army has three tasks: to 
drive out the Manchus, unite with the Chinese, and drive out traitors." 127 


Muslims in other parts of China proper such as the east and southern provinces who did not revolt 
were not affected at all by the rebellion, and experienced no genocide, nor did they seek to revolt. It 
was reported that Muslim villages in Henan province, which was next to Shaanxi, were totally 
unaffected by the Dungan revolt and relations between Han and Hui continued normally. Muslims 
from eastern China like Ma Xinyi continued to serve in the Chinese government during the revolt, 
and ignored the Muslims of northwest China. 


The Hui Muslims in Xi'an city in Shaanxi province were completely spared from reprisals by General 
Zuo Zongtang and allowed to stay in Xi'an after the war since they never joined the Hui rebels in the 
rural areas of Shaanxi, despite the fact that Shaanxi was the epicenter of the Dungan rebellion. The 
Muslim quarter still exists in Xi'an to this day with the Hui people living inside it. 


The Muslims of Xining were also spared by Zuo after his forces captured the city from the rebels. 
Zuo differentiated between rebels and "good Muslims", seeking arrangements to resettle Muslim 
refugees in new areas to avoid future conflict. Zuo Zongtang resettled Hui refugees from Shaanxi in 
southern Gansu province after defeating the rebels in Xining and Suzhou. Zuo offered amnesty to 
Gedimu Sunni and Khufiyya Sufi rebels who surrendered. 


Elisabeth Allés wrote that the relationship between Hui Muslim and Han peoples continued normally 
in the Henan area, with no ramifications or consequences from the Muslim rebellions of other areas. 
Allés wrote in the document "Notes on some joking relationships between Hui and Han villages in 
Henan" published by French Centre for Research on Contemporary China that "The major Muslim 
revolts in the middle of the nineteenth century which involved the Hui in Shaanxi, Gansu and 
Yunnan, as well as the Uyghurs in Xinjiang, do not seem to have had any direct effect on this region 
of the central plain."“28! The Hui Muslim population of Beijing was unaffected by the Muslim rebels 
during the Dungan revolt.2221 


Gedimu Hanafi Sunni Muslims tried to distance themselves from the Jahriyya Sufi rebels. Some of 
them even helped the Qing dynasty crush the Sufi rebels.220 


The rebels were disorganized and without a common purpose. Some Han Chinese rebelled against 
the Qing state during the rebellion, and rebel bands fought each other. The main Hui rebel leader, 
Ma Hualong, was even granted a military rank and title during the rebellion by the Qing dynasty. It 
was only later when Zuo Zongtang launched his campaign to pacify the region, did he decide which 
rebels who surrendered were going to be executed, or spared.!31] 


Zuo Zongtang generally massacred New Teaching Jahriyya rebels, even if they surrendered, but 
spared Old Teaching Khafiya and Sunni Gedimu rebels. Ma Hualong belonged to the New Teaching 
school of thought, and Zuo executed him, while Hui generals belonging to the Old Teaching clique 
such as Ma Qianling, Ma Zhan'ao and Ma Anliang were granted amnesty and even promoted in the 
Qing military. Moreover, an army of Han Chinese rebels led by Dong Fuxiangsurrendered and joined 
Zuo Zongtang.42! General Zuo accepted the surrender of Hui people belonging to the Old Teaching 
school, provided they surrendered large amounts of military equipment and supplies, and accepted 
relocation. He refused to accept the surrender of New Teaching Muslims who still believed in its 
tenets, since the Qing classified them as a dangerous heterodox cult, similar to the White 

Lotus Buddhists. Zuo said, "The only distinction is between the innocent and rebellious, there is 
none between Han and Hui".4221 


The Qing authorities decreed that the Hui rebels who had taken part in violent attacks were merely 
heretics and not representative of the entire Hui population, just as the heretical White Lotus did not 
represent all Buddhists.“23! Qing authorities decreed that there were two different Muslim sects, the 
"old" religion and "new" religion. The new were heretics and deviated from Islam in the same way 


that the White Lotus deviated from Buddhism and Daoism, and stated its intention to inform the Hui 
community that it was aware that the original Islamic religion was one united sect before the advent 
of new "heretics", saying they would separate Muslim rebels by which sect they belonged to. 134 


Zuo also stated that he would accept the surrender of New Teaching Muslims who admitted that 
they were deceived, radicalized, and misled by its doctrines. Zuo excluded khalifas and mullas from 
the surrender. 


As noted in the previously, Zuo relocated Han Chinese from Hezhou as a reward for the Hui leader 
Ma Zhan'ao after he and his followers surrendered and joined the Qing to crush the rebels. Zuo also 
moved Shaanxi Muslim refugees from Hezhou, only allowing native Gansu Muslims to stay behind. 
Ma Zhanao and his Hui forces were then recruited into the Green Standard Army of the Qing 
military. £28 


The Qing dynasty did not persecute Muslims systematically, it only massacred rebels regardless of 
their religion, when the Muslim General Ma Rulong defected to the Qing Dynasty, he became the 
most powerful military official in Yunnanprovince.“24 


The Qing armies only massacred the Muslims who had rebelled, and spared Muslims who took no 
part in the uprising.42 


Hui Muslims and Uyghur Muslims massacred each other in the Battle of Kashgar (1933), Kizil 
massacre, Battle of Kashgar (1934), Battle of Yarkand, Battle of Yangi Hissar, Charkhlik Revolt, 
during the Kumul Rebellion. More massacres occurred during the Ili Rebellion. 


Tensions between Hui and Uyghurs arose because Hui troops and officials often dominated the 
Uyghurs and crush Uyghur revolts.“28 Xinjiang's Hui population increased by over 520 percent 
between 1940 and 1982, an average annual growth of 4.4 percent, while the Uyghur population only 
grew at 1.7 percent. This dramatic increase in Hui population led inevitably to significant tensions 
between the Hui and Uyghur populations. Some Uyghurs in Kashgar remember that the Hui army at 
the Battle of Kashgar (1934) massacred 2,000 to 8,000 Uyghurs, which causes tension as more Hui 
moved into Kashgar from other parts of China.“22 Some Hui criticize Uyghur separatism and 
generally do not want to get involved in conflict in other countries.442 Hui and Uyghur live separately, 
attending different mosques.“ 


During the Cultural Revolution, mosques along with other religious buildings were often defaced, 
destroyed or closed and copies of the Quran were destroyed and cemeteries by the Red 
Guards."42lloage needed During that time, the government also constantly accused Muslims and other 
religious groups of holding "superstitious beliefs" and promoting "anti-socialist trends".“431 The 
government began to relax its policies towards Muslims in 1978, and supported worship and rituals. 
Today, Islam is experiencing a modest revival and there are now“ many mosques in China. There 
has been an upsurge in Islamic expression and many nationwide Islamic associations have been 
organized to co-ordinate inter-ethnic activities among Muslims.444 


However, restrictions have been applied to Uyghur Islamic practices because the Chinese 
government has attempted since 2001 to link Islamic beliefs with terrorist activities. Numerous 
events have led the government to crack down on most displays of Islamic piety among Uyghurs, 
including the wearing of veils and long beards. The Ghulja Incident and July 2009 Urümqi riots have 
both resulted from abusive treatment of Uyghur Muslims within Chinese society, and resulted in ever 
more extreme government crackdowns. While Hui Muslims are seen as relatively docile, Uyghurs 
are stereotyped as Islamists and punished more strictly for crimes. In 1989 China banned a book 
titled "Xing Fengsu" ("Sexual Customs") which insulted Islam and placed its authors under arrest 
after protests in Lanzhou and Beijing by Uyghurs and Hui Muslims .Hensanssnsansonsnnsanssnsanssi Hyj 
Muslims who vandalized property during the protests against the book went unpunished while 
Uyghur protestors were imprisoned.45 


Fascist Italy(edit] 


Main articles: Pacification of Libya and Italian concentration camps in Libya 
See also: 1911 Tripoli massacre 


The pacification of Libya resulted in mass deaths of the indigenous people in Cyrenaica — one 
quarter of Cyrenaica's population of 225,000 people died"@=“during the conflict in Italian 

Libya between Italian military forces and indigenous rebels associated with the Senussi Order that 
lasted from 1923 until 1932, when the principal Senussi leader, Omar Mukhtar, was captured and 
executed. Italy committed major war crimes during the conflict; including the use of chemical 
weapons, episodes of refusing to take prisoners of war and instead executing surrendering 
combatants, and mass executions of civilians.“52 Italian authorities committed ethnic cleansing by 
forcibly expelling 100,000 BedouinCyrenaicans, half the population of Cyrenaica, from their 
settlements that were slated to be given to Italian settlers .“s2ls0! 


French Algeriajedit] 
Main articles: French Algeria, Algerian War, and Torture during the Algerian War of Independence 
See also: Indigénat and Sétif and Guelma massacre 


The French military in Algeria 


Some governments and scholars have called the French conquest of Algeria a genocide. Ben 
Kiernan, an Australian expert on the Cambodian genocide, wrote in Blood and Soil: A World History 
of Genocide and Extermination from Sparta to Darfur on the French conquest of Algeria:4&4 


By 1875, the French conquest was complete. The war had killed approximately 825,000 indigenous 
Algerians since 1830. A long shadow of genocidal hatred persisted, provoking a French author to 
protest in 1882 that in Algeria, "we hear it repeated every day that we must expel the native and if 
necessary destroy him." As a French statistical journal urged five years later, "the system of 
extermination must give way to a policy of penetration." 


French Algeria became the prototype for a pattern of French colonial rule which has been described 
as "quasi-apartheid”.“! Napoleon III oversaw an 1865 decree that allowed Arab 

and Berber Algerians to request French citizenship—but only if they "renounced their Muslim religion 
and culture":@831 by 1913, only 1,557 Muslims had been granted French citizenship."“™! Despite 
periodic attempts at partial reform, the situation of the Code de /'indigénatpersisted until the French 
Fourth Republic, which began in 1946, but although Muslim Algerians were accorded the rights of 
citizenship, the system of discrimination was maintained in more informal ways.“ This "internal 
system of apartheid" met with considerable resistance from the Muslims affected by it, and is cited 
as one of the causes of the 1954 insurrection. 


In response to France's recognition of Armenian Genocide, Turkey accused France of committing 
genocide against 15% of Algeria's population. “828! 


Imperial Japan({edit] 
Main articles: Rakhine State massacre in 1942 and Japanese occupation of the Philippines 


Imperial Japanese forces slaughtered, raped, and tortured Rohingya Muslims in a massacre in 1942 
and expelled hundreds of thousands of Rohingya into Bengal in British India. The Japanese 
committed countless acts of rape, murder and torture against thousands of Rohingyas. +2 During this 
period, some 220,000 Rohingyas are believed to have crossed the border into Bengal, then part of 
British India, to escape the violence. zauz Defeated, 40,000 Rohingyas eventually fled to Chittagong 
after repeated massacres by the Burmese and Japanese forces. 


Japanese forces also carried out massacres, torture and atrocities on Muslim Moro 
people in Mindanao and Sulu. A former Japanese Imperial Navy medic, Akira Makino, admitted to 
carrying out dissections on Moro civilians while they were still alive. 2281474117s1[176) 


Panglong, a Chinese Muslim town in British Burma, was entirely destroyed by the Japanese 
invaders in the Japanese invasion of Burma.""8! The Hui Muslim Ma Guanggui became the leader 
of the Hui Panglong self-defense guard created by Su who was sent by the Kuomintang government 
of the Republic of China to fight against the Japanese invasion of Panglong in 1942. The Japanese 
destroyed Panglong, burning it and driving out the over 200 Hui households out as refugees. 
Yunnan and Kokang received Hui refugees from Panglong driven out by the Japanese. One of Ma 
Guanggui's nephews was Ma Yeye, a son of Ma Guanghua and he narrated the history of Panglang 
included the Japanese attack.“ An account of the Japanese attack on the Hui in Panglong was 
written and published in 1998 by a Hui from Panglong called "Panglong Booklet".“22 The Japanese 
attack in Burma caused the Hui Mu family to seek refuge in Panglong but they were driven out again 
to Yunnan from Panglong when the Japanese attacked Panglong. 18u 


The Hui Muslim county of Dachang was subjected to slaughter by the Japanese. 4! 


During the Second Sino-Japanese war the Japanese followed what has been referred to as a "killing 
policy" and destroyed many mosques. According to Wan Lei, "Statistics showed that the Japanese 
destroyed 220 mosques and killed countless Hui people by April 1941." After the Rape of 

Nanking mosques in Nanjing were found to be filled with dead bodies. They also followed a policy of 
economic oppression which involved the destruction of mosques and Hui communities and made 
many Hui jobless and homeless. Another policy was one of deliberate humiliation. This included 
soldiers smearing mosques with pork fat, forcing Hui to butcher pigs to feed the soldiers, and forcing 
girls to supposedly train as geishas and singers but in fact made them serve as sex slaves. Hui 
cemeteries were destroyed for military reasons.“8 Many Hui fought in the war against Japan. 


Middle Eastjedit] 
Lebanon|edit] 


The Sabra and Shatila massacre was the slaughter of between 762 and 3,500 civilians, 

mostly Palestinians and Lebanese Shiites, by a Lebanese Christian militia in the Sabra 
neighborhood and the adjacent Shatila refugee camp in Beirut, Lebanon from approximately 6:00 
pm 16 September to 8:00 am 18 September 1982.1881 


Syrialedit] 
See also: Sectarianism and minorities in the Syrian Civil War 


In World War I, in Ottoman-ruled Syria the total number of civilian casualties was as many as 
500,000. The civilian casualties of Greater Syria, including Akkar, were covered in a detailed article 
by Linda Schatkowski Schilcher."22Scholars acknowledge one particular reason for civilian deaths 
attributed to Germany (Ottoman ally in World War 1), the callousness of German military officials in 
Syria, and systematic hoarding by the population at large. £872 


Myanmartfedit] 
Main articles: Persecution of Muslims in Myanmar and Rohingya people 


Myanmar has a Buddhist majority. The Muslim minority in Myanmar mostly consists of the Rohingya 
people and the descendants of Muslim immigrants from India (including what is now Bangladesh) 
and China (the ancestors of Chinese Muslims in Myanmar came from Yunnan province), as well as 
descendants of earlier Arab and Persian settlers. Indian Muslims were brought to Burma by the 
British to aid them in clerical work and business. After independence, many Muslims retained their 
previous positions and achieved prominence in business and politics. 


At first, Buddhist persecution of Muslims arose for religious reasons, and it occurred during the reign 
of King Bayinnaung, 1550-1589 AD. He also disallowed the Eid al-Adha, the religious sacrifice of 
cattle, regarding the killing of animals in the name of religion as a cruel custom. Halal food was also 
forbidden by King Alaungpaya in the 18th century. 


When General Ne Win swept to power on a wave of nationalism in 1962, the status of Muslims 
changed for the worse. Muslims were expelled from the army and rapidly marginalized." Many 
Rohingya Muslims fled Burma as refugees and inundated neighbouring Bangladesh including 
200,000 who fled Burma in 1978 as a result of the King Dragon operation in Arakan"® and 250,000 
in 1991.12% 


A widely publicised Burmese conflict was the 2012 Rakhine State riots, a series of clashes that 
primarily involved the ethnic Rakhine Buddhist people and the Rohingya Muslim people in the 
northern Rakhine State—an estimated 90,000 people were displaced as a result of the riots. “21221 


Myanmar's pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi was accused of failing to protect Myanmar's 
Rohingya Muslims during the 2016-17 persecution.“*! State crime experts from Queen Mary 
University of London warned that Suu Kyi is "legitimising genocide" in Myanmar." 


Some buddhist leaders in Myanmar such as Ashin Wirathu promote violence against Muslims in 
order to save Myanmar from becoming an Islamic country. 


Ustaša — Croatian Revolutionary Movementjedit] 


The ruling party in Croatia, the Ustashe, not only killed Jews but also murdered and expelled 
Orthodox Christian Serobsand Muslims. 


Philippines |edit] 

Further information: Moro people, Spanish—Moro conflict, Moro Rebellion, Moros during World War 
Il, Moro insurgency in the Philippines, llaga, Jabidah massacre, Manili massacre, and Malisbong 
massacre 


The Philippines is predominantly a Christian society with a complicated history of relations between 
Islam and Christianity. Despite historic evidence of Islamization spreading throughout the islands in 
the 13th—16th centuries, the archipelago came under Spanish rule in the 16th century. The Spanish 
proselytized many natives, and labelled those who remained Muslims as Moro, a derogatory term 
recalling the Moors, an Islamic people of North Africa who occupied parts of Spain for several 
centuries. Today, this term Moro is used to refer to the indigenous Muslim tribes and ethnic groups 
of the country. When the Spanish came to the Philippine islands, most of the natives in Luzon and 
Visayas were pagans with Muslim minorities, and while Spanish proselytized many natives, many 
Muslims in Luzon and Visayas were not exempted by the Spaniards from the Spanish Inquisition, 
wherein Muslims to become Catholics or die for their faith. Those who remained Muslims are only 
the natives of Mindanao and Sulu which the Spaniards did not invade or had control of only briefly 
and partially. 


The Spanish—Moro Wars between Spanish colonial authorities and the indigenous Sultanates of 

the Moro peoples, (the Sultanate of Sulu, Confederation of sultanates in Lanao and Sultanate of 
Maguindanao) further escalated tensions between the Christian and Muslim groups of the country. 
The Moros fought in the Moro Rebellion against the Americans during which Americans massacred 
Moro women and children at the Moro Crater massacre, against the Japanese in World War Il, and 
are waging an insurgency against the Philippines. The pro-Philippine government llaga militia, 
composed of Catholic and other Christian settlers on Moro land in Mindanao, were known for their 
atrocities and massacres against Moro civilians and their bloodiest attack happened in June 1971 
when they slaughtered 65 Moro civilians at a Mosque during the Manili massacre. On 24 September 
1974, in the Malisbong massacre the Armed Forces of the Philippines slaughtered about 1,500 Moro 
Muslim civilians who were praying at a Mosque in addition to mass raping Moro girls who had been 
taken aboard a boat. 


Polls have shown that some non-Muslim Filipinos hold negative views directed against the Moro 
people. 97)[1 98111 98)/1 991[2001[201 1/202] 


Russiajedit] 


Russian Empire|edit] 
Further information: Circassian genocide and Caucasian War 


The period from the conquest of Kazan in 1552 to the ascension of Catherine the Great in 1762, was 
marked by systematic repression of Muslims through policies of exclusion and discrimination as well 
as the destruction of Muslim culture by elimination of outward manifestations of Islam such as 
mosques. The Russians initially demonstrated a willingness in allowing Islam to flourish as Muslim 
clerics were invited into the various region to preach to the Muslims, particularly the Kazakhs whom 
the Russians viewed as "savages" and "ignorant" of morals and ethics.2%2041 However, Russian 
policy shifted toward weakening Islam by introducing pre-Islamic elements of collective 
consciousness.2%! Such attempts included methods of eulogizing pre-Islamic historical figures and 
imposing a sense of inferiority by sending Kazakhs to highly elite Russian military institutions. 2% In 
response, Kazakh religious leaders attempted to bring religious fervor by espousing pan-Turkism, 
though many were persecuted as a result. 2o% 


While total expulsion as in other Christian nations such as Spain, Portugal and Sicily was not 
feasible to achieve a homogenous Russian Orthodox population, other policies such as land grants 
and the promotion of migration by other Russian and non-Muslim populations into Muslim lands 
displaced many Muslims making them minorities in places such as some parts of the South Ural 
region to other parts such as the Ottoman Turkey, and almost annihilating the Circassians, Crimean 
Tatars, and various Muslims of the Caucasus. The Russian army rounded up people, driving 
Muslims from their villages to ports on the Black Sea, where they awaited ships provided by the 
neighboring Ottoman Empire. The explicit Russian goal was to expel the groups in question from 
their lands.21 They were given a choice as to where to be resettled: in the Ottoman Empire or in 
Russia far from their old lands. Only a small percentage (the numbers are unknown) accepted 
resettlement within the Russian Empire. The trend of Russification has continued at different paces 
during the remaining Tsarist period and under the Soviet Union, so that today there are more Tatars 
living outside the Republic of Tatarstan than inside it.228! 


Alexander Suvorov announced the capture of Ismail in 1791 to the Tsarina Catherine in a doggerel 
couplet, after the assault had been pressed from house to house, room to room, and nearly every 
Muslim man, woman, and child in the city had been killed in three days of uncontrolled massacre, 
40,000 Turks dead, a few hundred taken into captivity. For all his bluffness, Suvorov later told an 
English traveller that when the massacre was over he went back to his tent and wept. 73 


USSRIedit] 
See also: Islam in the Soviet Union, Population transfer in the Soviet Union, Deportation of Crimean 
Tatars, and Operation Lentil (Caucasus) 


The Soviet Union was hostile to all forms of religion, which was "the opium of the masses" in 
accordance with Marxist ideology. Relative religious freedom existed for Muslims in the years 
following the revolution, but in the late 1920s the Soviet government took a strong anti-religious turn. 
Many mosques were closed or torn down.22 During the period of Joseph Stalin's 

leadership, Crimean Tatar, Chechen, Ingush, Balkar, Karachay, and Meskhetian Turk Muslims were 
victims of mass deportation. Though it principally targeted ethno-religious minorities, the 
deportations were officially based on alleged collaborationism®?'™ during the Nazi occupation of 
Crimea.2“ The deportation began on 17 May 1944 in all Crimean inhabited localities. More than 
32,000 NKVD troops participated in this action. 193,865 Crimean Tatars were deported, 151,136 of 
them to Uzbek SSR, 8,597 to Mari ASSR, 4,286 to Kazakh SSR, the rest 29,846 to the 

various oblasts of the Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic. 


From May to November, 10,105 Crimean Tatars died of starvation in Uzbekistan (7% of deported to 
Uzbek SSR). Nearly 30,000 (20%) died in exile during the year and a half by the NKVD data and 
nearly 46% by the data of the Crimean Tatar activists. According to Soviet dissident information, 
many Crimean Tatars were made to work in the large-scale projects conducted by the 

Soviet Gulag system of slave labor camps.221 


Soviet—Afghan War|edit] 
Main article: Soviet-Afghan War 


Soviet-Afghan War lasted over nine years, from December 1979 to February 1989. Insurgent 
groups known collectively as the mujahideen fought a guerrilla war against the Soviet Army. The 
Soviets used their air power to deal harshly with both rebels and civilians, levelling villages to deny 
safe haven to the mujahideen, destroying vital irrigation ditches, and laying millions of land mines. 
American professor Samuel Totten,[189] Australian professor Paul R. Bartrop,[189] scholars from 
Yale Law School such as W. Michael Reisman[190] and Charles Norchi,[191] as well as scholar 
Mohammed Kakar, believe that the Afghans were victims of genocide by the Soviet Union. The army 
of the Soviet Union killed large numbers of Afghans to suppress their resistance.[192] The Soviet 
forces and their proxies deliberately targeted civilians, particularly in rural areas. Up to 2 million 
Afghans lost their lives during the Soviet occupation.[35][36] In one notable incident the Soviet Army 
committed mass killing of civilians in the summer of 1980.[194] In order to separate the mujahideen 
from the local populations and eliminate their support, the Soviet army killed and drove off civilians, 
and used scorched earth tactics to prevent their return. They used booby traps, mines, and chemical 
substances throughout the country.[194] The Soviet army indescriminately killed combatants and 
noncombatants to ensure submission by the local populations.[194] The provinces of Nangarhar, 
Ghazni, Lagham, Kunar, Zabul, Qandahar, Badakhshan, Lowgar, Paktia and Paktika witnessed 
extensive depopulation programmes by the Soviet forces. The Soviet forces abducted Afghan 
women in helicopters while flying in the country in search of mujahideen. In November 1980 a 
number of such incidents had taken place in various parts of the country, including Laghman and 
Kama. Soviet soldiers as well as KnAD agents kidnapped young women from the city of Kabul and 
the areas of Darul Aman and Khair Khana, near the Soviet garrisons, to rape them.[195] Women 
who were taken and raped by Russian soldiers were considered 'dishonoured' by their families if 
they returned home.[196] Deserters from the Soviet Army in 1984 also confirmed the atrocities by 
the Soviet troops on Afghan women and children, stating that Afghan women were being raped.[197] 
There have also been numerous reports of chemical weapons being used by Soviet forces in 
Afghanistan, often indiscriminately against civilians.[139][229][230] A declassified CIA report from 
1982 states that between 1979 and 1982 there were 43 separate chemical weapons attacks which 
caused more than 3000 deaths.[231] By early 1980, attacks with chemical weapons were reported in 
"all areas with concentrated resistance activity".[231] Civilian death and destruction from the war was 
considerable. Estimates of Afghan civilian deaths vary from 562,000[31] to 2,000,000.[32][33][35][36] 
5-10 million Afghans fled to Pakistan and Iran, 1/3 of the prewar population of the country, and 
another 2 million were displaced within the country. In the 1980s, half of all refugees in the world 
were Afghan.[234] 


Tatarstan(edit] 
Main article: 1921—22 famine in Tatarstan 


The 1921-1922 famine in Tatarstan was a period of mass starvation and drought that took place in 
the Tatar ASSR as a result of war communism policy, 23214 in which 500,00022! to 

2,000,0002"*! peasants died. The event was part of the greater Russian famine of 1921-22 that 
affected other parts of the USSR,2 in which up 5,000,000 people died in total. 28211 According 

to Roman Serbyn, a professor of Russian and East European history, the Tatarstan famine was the 
first man-made famine in the Soviet Union and systematically targeted ethnic minorities such 

as Volga Tatars and Volga Germans.2 The 1921-1922 famine in Tatarstan has been compared 
to Holodomor in Ukraine,2#"! and in 2008, the All-Russian Tatar Social Center (VTOTs) asked 

the United Nations to condemn the 1921-22 Tatarstan famine as genocide of Muslim Tatars. 2222231 


Vietnam(edit] 
Main articles: Cham—Vietnamese War (1471) and History of the Cham-Vietnamese wars 


The Vietnamese Emperor Minh Mang unleashed persecution of Cham Muslims after he conquered 
the final remnants of Champa in 1832.221225 The Vietnamese coercively fed lizard and pig meat to 


Cham Muslims and cow meat to Cham Hindus against their will to punish them and assimilate them 
to Vietnamese culture. 224 


Europefedit] 
Bosnia and Herzegovina|edit| 
Main article: Islam in Bosnia and Herzegovina 


The Bosnian Genocide refers to either genocide at Srebrenica and Zepa®2”icommitted by Bosnian 
Serb forces in 1995 or the ethnic cleansing campaign throughout areas controlled by the Army of the 
Republika Srpska!?3 that took place during the 1992-1995 Bosnian War.229 


The events in Srebrenica in 1995 included the killing of more than 8,000 Bosnian Muslimmen and 
boys, as well as the mass expulsion of another 25,000—30,000 Bosniak civilians, in and around the 
town of Srebrenica in Bosnia and Herzegovina, committed by units of the Army of the Republika 
Srpska (VRS) under the command of General Ratko Mladić. 23028 


The ethnic cleansing campaign that took place throughout areas controlled by the VRS targeted 
Bosnian Muslims. The ethnic cleansing campaign included unlawful confinement, murder, rape, 
sexual assault, torture, beating, robbery and inhumane treatment of civilians; the targeting of political 
leaders, intellectuals and professionals; the unlawful deportation and transfer of civilians; the 
unlawful shelling of civilians; the unlawful appropriation and plunder of real and personal property; 
the destruction of homes and businesses; and the destruction of places of worship.2%2! 


The Srebrenica massacre, also known as the Srebrenica 

genocide 222lzsslzsszss2s71288] (Bosnian: Genocid u Srebrenici), was the July 1995 killing of more than 
8,0002sar4oy24112421243 Bosniaks (Bosnian Muslims), mainly men and boys, in and around the town 

of Srebrenica during the Bosnian War. The killing was perpetrated by units of the Army of Republika 
Srpska (VRS) under the command of General Ratko Mladić. The Secretary-General of the United 
Nations described the mass murder as the worst crime on European soil since the Second World 
War.24412451 A paramilitary unit from Serbia known as the Scorpions, officially part of the Serbian 
Interior Ministry until 1991, participated in the massacre,@8247 along with several hundred Russian 
and Greek volunteers. 24812491 


Bulgaria|edit| 


In 1989, 310,000 Turks left Bulgaria, many under pressure as a result of the 

communist Zhivkov regime's assimilation campaign (though up to a third returned before the end of 
the year). That program, which began in 1984, forced all Turks and other Muslims in Bulgaria to 
adopt Bulgarian names and renounce all Muslim customs. The motivation of the 1984 assimilation 
campaign is unclear; however, some experts believe that the disproportion between the birth rates of 
the Turks and the Bulgarians was a major factor. During the name-changing phase of the 
campaign, Turkish towns and villages were surrounded by army units. Citizens were issued new 
identity cards with Bulgarian names. Failure to present a new card meant forfeiture of salary, 
pension payments, and bank withdrawals. Birth or marriage certificates would only be issued in 
Bulgarian names. Traditional Turkish costumes were banned; homes were searched and all signs of 
Turkish identity were removed. Mosques were closed. According to estimates, 500 to 1,500 people 
were killed when they resisted assimilation measures, and thousands of others were imprisoned, 
sent to labor camps or forcibly resettled.2541 


Franceļedit] 


In the week after the Charlie Hebdo shooting, 54 anti-Muslim incidents were reported in France. 
These included 21 reports of shootings and grenade throwing at Islamic buildings (e.g. mosques) 
and 33 cases of threats and insults. 252l2sslizsalessizseli25712581 Three grenades were thrown at a mosque in 
Le Mans, west of Paris, and a bullet hole was found in its windows. A Muslim prayer hall in the 
Port-la-Nouvelle was also fired at. There was an explosion at a restaurant affiliated to a mosque in 
Villefranche-sur-Saéne. No casualties were reported. 2626 


Germany(edit] 


On 1 July 2009, Marwa El-Sherbini was stabbed to death in a courtroom in Dresden, Germany. She 
had just given evidence against her attacker who had used insults against her because she wore 


an Islamic headscarf. El-Sherbini was called "Islamist", "terrorist" and (according to one report) 
"slut" ree 


The Bosphorus serial murders took place between 2000 and 2006. The police discovered a hit list of 
88 people that included "two prominent members of the Bundestag and representatives of Turkish 
and Islamic groups”.2® 


German officials recorded more than 70 attacks against mosques from 2012 to 2014.28! In 2016, 91 
mosques in Germany were attacked. Police stated that the majority of cases have gone unsolved, 
and only one arrest was made so far.2%4! 


The Netherlands/edit] 


According to research by Ineke van der Valk, an author and researcher at the University of 
Amsterdam, a third of mosques in the Netherlands have experienced at least one incident of 


vandalism, threatening letters, attempted arson, or other aggressive actions in the past 10 
years. 265)[266: 


North Americaj{edit] 


United States|edit] 


See also: Islamophobia in the United States and Stereotypes of Arabs and Muslims in the United 
States 


In the aftermath of 9/11, hate crimes against people of Middle-Eastern descent in the country 
increased from 354 attacks in 2000 to 1,501 attacks in 2001.26 


Zohreh Assemi, an Iranian American Muslim owner of a nail salon in Locust Valley, New York, was 
robbed, beaten, and called a "terrorist" in September 2007 in what authorities call a bias 

crime.261 Assemi was kicked, sliced with a boxcutter, and had her hand smashed with a hammer. 
The perpetrators, who forcibly removed $2,000 from the salon and scrawled anti-Muslim slurs on the 
mirrors, also told Assemi to "get out of town" and that her kind were not "welcomed" in the area. The 
attack followed two weeks of phone calls in which she was called a "terrorist" and told to "get out of 
town," friends and family said.268 


On 25 August 2010, a New York taxi driver was stabbed after a passenger asked if he was 
Muslim. 22! 


On 27 December 2012, in New York City 31-year-old Erika Menendez allegedly pushed an Indian 
immigrant and small businessman named Sunando Sen onto the subway tracks where he was 
struck and killed by a train. Menendez, who has a long history of mental illness2l27 and 
violence,2”! told police: "I pushed a Muslim off the train tracks because | hate Hindus and Muslims... 
Ever since 2001 when they put down the Twin Towers, I've been beating them up." She was 
charged with second-degree murder as a hate crime? and was sentenced to 24 years 
imprisonment in 2015.274 


The ACLU keeps track of Nationwide Anti-Mosque Activity where they have noted at least 50 anti- 
mosque incidents in the previous 5 years.2251 


Canadaledit] 
There has been a rise of crimes against Muslims recently in Canada. 2! 
Asia{edit] 


Azerbaijan(edit| 


Main article: Islam in Azerbaijan 


In Nardaran, a deadly incident broke out between Azerbaijan security forces and religious Shia 


residents in which two policemen and four suspected Shia Muslim militants were 
ki | | ed f [277][278][279][280][281][282][283][284][285][286] 


As a result of this incident, the Azerbaijani parliament passed laws prohibiting people with religious 
education received abroad to implement Islamic rites and ceremonies in Azerbaijan, as well as to 
preach in mosques and occupy leading positions in the country; as well as prohibiting the display of 
religious paraphernalia, flags and slogans, except in places of worship, religious centers and 
offices.284 Ashura festivities in public have also been banned. The Azerbaijani government also 
passed a law to remove the citizenship of Azerbaijani citizens who fight abroad. 2s% 


The Azerbaijan authorities cracked down on observant Sunni Muslims.2 
China[edit| 


The city of Karamay has banned Islamic beards, headwear and clothing on buses.2* China's far- 
western Xinjiang province have passed a law to prohibit residents from wearing burqas in 

public.221 China has also banned Ramadan fasting for Communist party members in certain parts of 
Xinjiang.222! Amnesty International has said Uyghurs face widespread discrimination in employment, 
housing and educational opportunities, as well as curtailed religious freedom and political 
marginalization. ‘siationneeded Uyghurs who choose to practice their faith can only use a state-approved 
version of the Koran;2%4! men who work in the state sector cannot wear beards and women cannot 
wear headscarves. The Chinese state controls the management of all mosques, which many 
Uyghurs feel stifles religious traditions that have formed a crucial part of their identity for centuries. 
Children under the age of 18 are not allowed to attend religious services at mosques.2 In April 
2017, the Chinese Communist Party banned Islamic names such as "Saddam," "Hajj," and "Medina" 
for babies born in Xinjiang.2=4 


Re-education camps in China/edit] 
See also: Xinjiang re-education camps 


In May 2018, the western news media reported that hundreds of thousands of Uyghur Muslims were 
being detained in massive extra-judicial internment camps in western Xinjiang.2%! These were called 
s "re-education" camps and later, "vocational training centres” by the government, intended for the 
"rehabilitation and redemption" to combat terrorism and religious extremism 22218001 


In August 2018, the United Nations said that credible reports had led it to estimate that up to a 
million Uighurs and other Muslims were being held in "something that resembles a massive 
internment camp that is shrouded in secrecy". The U.N.'s International Convention on the Elimination 
of All Forms of Racial Discrimination said that some estimates indicated that up to 2 million Uighurs 
and other Muslims were held in "political camps for indoctrination”, in a "no-rights zone". s% 


By that time, conditions in Xinjiang had deteriorated so far that they were described by informed 
political scientists as "Orwellian"! and observers drew comparisons with Nazi concentration 
camps.) 


In response to the UN panel's finding of indefinite detention without due process, the Chinese 
government delegation officially conceded that it was engaging in widespread "resettlement and re- 
education" and State media described the controls in Xinjiang as "intense". 2% 


On 31 August 2018, the United Nations committee called on the Chinese government to "end the 
practice of detention without lawful charge, trial and conviction", to release the detained persons, to 
provide specifics as to the number of interred individuals and the reasons for their detention, and to 
investigate the allegations of "racial, ethnic and ethno-religious profiling". A BBC report quoted an 
unnamed Chinese official as saying that "Uighurs enjoyed full rights" but also admitting that "those 
deceived by religious extremism... shall be assisted by resettlement and re-education” 2° 


On 10 September 2018, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet urged China to 
allow observers into Xinjiang and expressed concern about the situation there. She said that:” The 
UN rights group had shown that Uyghurs and other Muslims are being detained in camps across 
Xinjiang and | expect discussions with Chinese officials to begin soon” saron 


Persecution of 
Buddhists 


Many Buddhists have experienced persecution because of their faith including unwarranted arrest, 
imprisonment, beating, torture, or execution. It also may refer to the confiscation or destruction of 
property, or the incitement of hatred towards Buddhists. 


Sassanidsjedit] 


In 224 CE Zoroasirianism was made the official religion of the Persia, and other religions were not 
tolerated, thus halting the spread of Buddhism westwards." In the 3rd century the Sassanids overran 
the Bactrian region, overthrowing Kushan rule,” were persecutedlerication needed with many of 

their stupas fired." Although strong supporters of Zoroastrianism, the Sassanids tolerated Buddhism 
and allowed the construction of more Buddhist monasteries. It was during their rule that the 
Lokottaravada followers erected the two Buddha statues at Bamiyan.” 


During the second half of the third century, the Zoroastrian high priest Kirder dominated the religious 
policy of the state.” He ordered the destruction of several Buddhist monasteries in Afghanistan, 
since the amalgam of Buddhism and Zoroastrianism manifested in the form of a "Buddha-Mazda" 
deity appeared to him as heresy.” Buddhism quickly recovered after his death." 


Pushyamitra Shunga{edit| 


The first alleged persecution of Buddhists in India took place in the 2nd century BC by 

King Pushyamitra Shunga.®! A non-contemporary Buddhist text states that Pushyamitra cruelly 
persecuted Buddhists. While some scholars believe he did persecute Buddhists based on the 
Buddhist accounts, others consider them biased because of him not patronising them. Many other 
scholars have expressed skepticism about the Buddhist claims. Etienne Lamotte points out that the 
Buddhist legends are not consistent about the location of Pushyamitra's anti-Buddhist campaign and 
his death: "To judge from the documents, Pushyamitra must be acquitted through lack of 

proof."5! Agreeing with him, D. Devahuti states that Pushyamitra's sudden destruction after offering 
rewards for Buddhist heads is "manifestly false". R. C. Mitra states that "The tales of persecution by 
Pushyamitra as recorded in Divyavadana and by Taranatha bear marks of evident absurdity." 


Hepthalites|edit] 


Central Asian and North Western Indian Buddhism weakened in the 6th century following the White 
Hun invasion who followed their own religions such as Tengri and Manichaean.?! Around 440 CE 
they conquered Sogdiana then conquered Gandhara and pushed on into the Gangetic 


Plains." Their King Mihirkula who ruled from 515 CE suppressed Buddhism, destroying 
monasteries as far as modern-day Allahabad before his son reversed the policy.” 


Persecution by Hindus{edit| 


Persecution of Buddhism started as early as in the life or soon after the death of King Ashoka. D.N. 
Jha writes that according to Kashmiri texts dated to 12th century, Ashoka's Son Jalauka was shaivite 
and was responsible for the destruction of many Buddhist monasteries." The story of Jalauka is 
essentially legendary, and no independent corroboration of the Kashmir tradition has been 
discovered.®! Patanjali, a famous grammarian stated in his Mahabhashya that Brahmins and 
Sharamanas (buddhists) were eternal enemies® With the emergence of Hindu rulers of Gupta 
empire Hinduism saw a major revivalism in the Indian subcontinent which challenged Buddhism 
which was at that time at its zenith. Even though Gupta empire was tolerant towards Buddhism and 
patronized Buddhist arts and religious institutions, Hindu revivalism generally became a major threat 
to Buddhism which led to its decline. A Buddhist illustrated palm leaf manuscript from Pala 

period (one of the earliest Indian illustrated manuscripts to survive in modern times) is preserved in 
University of Cambridge library. Composed in the year 1015, the manuscript contains a note from 
the year 1138 by a Buddhist believer called Karunavajra which indicates that without his efforts, the 
manuscript would have been destroyed during a political struggle for power. The note states that 'he 
rescued the 'Perfection of Wisdom, incomparable Mother of the Omniscient' from falling into the 
hands of unbelievers (who according to Camillo Formigatti were most probably people of 
Brahmanical affiliation). In 1794 Jagat Singh, Dewan (minister) of Raja Chet Singh 

of Banaras began excavating two pre Ashokan era stupas at Sarnath for construction material. 
Dharmarajika stupa was completely demolished and only its foundation exists today while Dnamekh 
stupa incurred serious damage. During excavation a green marble relic casket was discovered from 
Dharmarajika stupa which contained Buddha's ashes was subsequently thrown into Ganges river by 
Jagat Singh according to his Hindu faith. The incident was reported by a British resident and timely 
action of British authorities saved Dnamekh Stupa from demolition." 


Emperor Wuzong of Tangj[edit] 
Main article: Great Anti-Buddhist Persecution 


Emperor Wuzong of Tang (814-846) indulged in indiscriminate religious persecution, solving a 
financial crisis by seizing the property of Buddhist monasteries. Buddhism had developed into a 
major religious force in China during the Tang period, and its monasteries had tax-exempt status. 
Wuzong closed many Buddhist shrines, confiscated their property, and sent the monks and nuns 
home to lay life. Apart from economic reasons, Wuzong's motivation was also philosophical or 
ideological. As a zealous Taoist, he considered Buddhism a foreign religion that was harmful to 
Chinese society. He went after other foreign religions as well, all but 

eradicating Zoroastrianism and Manichaeism in China, and his persecution of the growing Nestorian 
Christian churches sent Chinese Christianity into a decline from which it never recovered. 


See also: Four Buddhist Persecutions in China 


King Langdarma of Tibet[edit] 


Langdarma was a Tibetan King, who reigned from 838-841 CE. He is believed to have been anti- 
Buddhist and a follower of the Bön religion. 


Oirat Mongolsj{edit] 


The Oirats (Western Mongols) converted to Tibetan Buddhism around 1615. The Dzungars were a 
confederation of several Oirat tribes that emerged suddenly in the early 17th century. The Dzungar 
Khanate was the last great nomadic empire in Asia. In the 18th century, the Dzungars were 
annihilated by Qianlong Emperor in several campaigns. About 80% of the Dzungar population, or 


around 500,000 to 800,000 people, were killed during or after the Zunghar Genocideby Manchu 
Bannermen and Khalkha Mongols during the Manchu conquest in 1755-1757.!'21 


The Kalmyk Khanate was founded in the 17th century with Tibetan Buddhism as its main religion, 
following the earlier migration of the Oirats from Dzungaria through Central Asia to the steppe 
around the mouth of the Volga River. During the course of the 18th century, they were absorbed by 
the Russian Empire, which was then expanding to the south and east. The Russian Orthodox church 
pressured many Kalmyks to adopt Orthodoxy. In the winter of 1770-1771, about 300,000 Kalmyks 
set out to return to China. Their goal was to retake control of Dzungaria from the Qing dynasty of 
China."*! Along the way many were attacked and killed by Kazakhs and Kyrgyz, their historical 
enemies based on intertribal competition for land, and many more died of starvation and disease. 
After several months of travel, only one-third of the original group reached Dzungaria and had no 
choice but to surrender to the Qing upon arrival.!"4! 


Persecutions by Islamic regimesjedit 
Arab invasions{edit] 


Qutaybah ibn Muslim, the Arab general of Khorasan conquered a number of territories in Central 
Asia including Samarkand where he broke a number of images." Several instances of Buddhist 
shrines being destroyed by the advancing Muslims are recorded though the religion continued to 
survive in some places for a considerable period of time. Bertolf Spuler cites the writings 

of Narshakhi while stating that the residents of Bukhara had reconverted from Islam to Buddhism 
four times until it was conquered by Qutayba in 712-13. A mosque was built in the city in place of a 
Buddhist monastery. Buddhists continued to live there until the tenth century. Similarly, Buddhism 
continued to exist in other places like Old Bukhara, Simingan in southern Tukharistan, Bamiyan and 
Kabul with suburbs inhabited by "Indians" which were also home to Buddhists. However, the religion 
could no longer develop as a power or distribute propaganda and its adherents also had to abandon 
the conversion of peoples in these regions."® Scholars like Richard Nelson Frye have doubted the 
story of Marshaki, pointing out that unlike its statement, Qutayba ibn Muslim didn't live during the 
time of Umayyad Caliph Mu'awiya, as this story suggests, but rather much later.!7 In addition to 
discrimination, emigration, and the conversion of the laity, Buddhism and its monasteries also 
declined with the Muslims taking over the trade along the Silk Road as well as in Sindh. "8i"'s1201 


During their conquest of Sindh, the Arabs brought the non-Muslims into the category of ahl al-kitab, 
considering them ahl al-dhimmah (protected subjects) and thus practicing a certain amount of non- 
interference in their religious lives under the condition that they fulfil a number of obligations that 
came with this status. Since both Buddhism and Hinduism are literate religions with scriptures, the 
precedent of assimilating Zoroastrians into the category of ahl al-kitab was extended to them as well. 
The dhimmis were obligated to pay the jizya for following their ancestral religion. The historian Al- 
Baladhuri notes a decision by Muhammad bin Qasim in relation to a Buddhist vihara and Aror that 
after conquering the city through a treaty (sulh) he agreed not to kill the people and enter their 
temple, in addition to imposing kharaj on them.” The Buddhists had petitioned the Arabs for the 
right to restore one of their temples and it was granted by Al-Hajjaj ibn Yusuf. However, this decision 
was later violated by the Pact of Umar and subsequent Muslim law codes which prohibited the 
restoration of existing non-Muslim religious structures as well as the building of new ones. Despite 
this fact, Buddhist inscriptions were still being recorded in the eleventh century.?°! Some Buddhists 
also fled and emigrated from Muslim-ruled areas into other regions. Unlike Brahmanical worship, 
Buddhism rapidly declined in Sindh after the eighth century and it virtually disappeared by the 
eleventh century. 2's! 


The Arabs conquered Balkh which was a centre of Buddhism. Many people in Balkh were 
sympathetic to Buddhism after the conquest and they were harshly denounced by adherents of 
Islamic orthodoxy.’ The Buddhist monastery of Nava Vihara which had become a symbol of 
national resistance was damaged under Muawiyah | in 663.5! The Arabs allowed the non-Muslims to 


practice their religion as long as they paid the poll-tax called jizya.24! In addition to the destruction of 
Buddhist temples, part of the old city was also destroyed during the Arab conquest.” Nava Vihara 
continued to remain open according to historical accounts. Along with it, many other viharas 
evidently continued to function in Central Asia for at least a century after the Arab conquests.4 Al- 
Biruni records the existence of the religion and its monasteries in the early eleventh century.2" The 
eighth-century Korean traveller Hui'Chao records Hinayanists in Balkh under Arab rule.2” The city 
was reduced to ruins by 705 as a result of frequent revolts. 6! 


It is visible from some copper-plate inscriptions that some Buddhists had moved to other 

domains.” Al-Ma'mun (r. 813-833 A.D.) while visiting Khorasan, launched an attack on Kabul, 
whose ruler submitted to taxation.” The king of Kabul was captured and he then converted to 
Islam. Per sources, when the Shah submitted to al-Ma'mun, he sent his crown and bejeweled 
throne, later seen by the Meccan historian al-Azraqi to the Caliph who praised Fadl for "curbing 
polytheists, breaking idols, killing the refractory" and refers to his successes against Kabul's king 
and ispahabad. Other near-contemporary sources however refer to the artifacts as a golden jewel- 
encrusted idol sitting on a silver throne by the Hindu Shahi ruler or by an unnamed ruler of "Tibet" as 
a sign of his conversion to Islam.. 


Indiajedit] 
See also: Decline of Buddhism in India 


Various personages involved in the revival of Buddhism in India such as Anagarika 
Dharmapala and The Mahabodhi Movement of the 1890s as well as Dr. B. R. Ambedkar hold the 
Muslim Rule in India responsible for the decay of Buddhism in India. &2issis4issis6 


In 1193, Qutb-ud-din Aybak, a Turkish commander, seized control of Delhi, leaving defenseless the 
northeastern territories that were the heart of Buddhist India. The Mahabodhi Temple was almost 
completely destroyed by the invading Muslim forces. One of Qutb-ud-Din's generals, Ikhtiar Uddin 
Muhammad Bin Bakhtiyar Khilji, invaded Magadha and destroyed the Buddhist shrines 

at Nalanda.®7 The Buddhism of Magadha underwent a significant decline under Khilji.©* 


In 1200 Muhammad Khilji, one of Qutb-ud-Din's generals destroyed monasteries fortified by 

the Sena armies, such as the one at Vikramshila. Many monuments of ancient Indian civilization 
were destroyed by the invading armies, including Buddhist sanctuaries®*! near Benares. Buddhist 
monks who escaped the massacre fled to Nepal, Tibet and South India.®*! 


Timur destroyed Buddhist establishments and raided areas in which Buddhism had flourished. mo 


Mughal rule also contributed to the decline of Buddhism. They are reported to have destroyed many 
Hindu temples and Buddhist shrines alike or converted many sacred Hindu places into Muslim 
shrines and mosques.“ Mughal rulers like Aurangzeb destroyed Buddhist temples and monasteries 
and replaced them with mosques." 


Othersjedit] 


The Saffarids had sent looted Buddhist and Hindu icons to the Abbasids as gifts.“ The Mongol 

ruler Ghazan called on Buddhists to convert to Islam or leave the Ilkhanate and ordered their 
temples to be destroyed, but he later adopted a slightly less severe position.**! Though he had earlier 
supported their persecution as well as the persecution of other non-Muslims, his religious policies 
changed after the death of Nowruz with punishments imposed on perpetrators of religious 
intolerance and attempts to restore relations with non-Muslims.*® Although the religion survived 
there,“ it never recovered from the assault by Ghazan.“ 


Xinjiang[edit] 
Main articles: Islamicisation and Turkicisation of Xinjiang and Kingdom of Khotan 


The historical area of what is modern day Xinjiang consisted of the distinct areas of the Tarim 
Basin and Dzungaria, and was originally populated by Indo-European Tocharian and Iranic Saka 
peoples who practiced the Buddhist religion. The area was subjected to Turkification and 
Islamification at the hands of invading Turkic Muslims. 


Conquest of Buddhist Khotan|edit] 


The Islamic attacks and conquest of the Buddhist cities east of Kashgar was started by the Turkic 
Karakhanid Satok Bughra Khan who in 966 converted to Islam and many tales emerged about the 
Karakhanid ruling family's war against the Buddhists, Satok Bughra Khan's nephew or grandson Ali 
Arslan was slain by the Buddhists during the war. Buddhism lost territory to Islam during the 
Karakhanid reign around the Kashgar area.’ A long war ensued between Islamic Kashgar and 
Buddhist Khotan which eventually ended in the conquest of Khotan by Kashgar." 


Iranic Saka peoples originally inhabited Yarkand and Kashgar in ancient times. The Buddhist Iranic 
Saka Kingdom of Khotan was the only city-state that was not conquered yet by the Turkic Uyghur 
(Buddhist) and the Turkic Qarakhanid (Muslim) states and its ruling family used Indian names and 
the population were devout Buddhists. The Buddhist entitites of Dunhuang and Khotan had a tight- 
knit partnership, with intermarriage between Dunhuang and Khotan's rulers and Dunhuang's Mogao 
grottos and Buddhist temples being funded and sponsored by the Khotan royals, whose likenesses 
were drawn in the Mogao grottoes.®! The rulers of Khotan were aware of the menace they faced 
since they arranged for the Mogao grottoes to paint a growing number of divine figures along with 
themselves. Halfway in the 20th century Khotan came under attack by the Qarakhanid ruler Musa, 
and in what proved to be a pivotal moment in the Turkification and Islamification of the Tarim Basin, 
the Karakhanid leader Yusuf Qadir Khan conquered Khotan around 1006.52 


The Tazkirah is a genre of literature written about Sufi Muslim saints in Altishahr. Written sometime 
in the period from 1700-1849, the Eastern Turkic language (modern Uyghur) Tazkirah of the Four 
Sacrificed Imams provides an account of the Muslim Karakhanid war against the Khotanese 
Buddhists, containing a story about Imams, from Mada’in city (possibly in modern-day Iraq) came 4 
Imams who travelled to help the Islamic conquest of Khotan, Yarkand, and Kashgar by Yusuf Qadir 
Khan, the Qarakhanid leader. Accounts of the battles waged by the invading Muslims upon the 
indigenous Buddhists takes up most of the Tazkirah with descriptions such as "blood flows like the 
Oxus", "heads litter the battlefield like stones" being used to describe the murderous battles over the 
years until the "infidels" were defeated and driven towards Khotan by Yusuf Qadir Khan and the four 
Imams, but the Imams were assassinated by the Buddhists prior to the last Muslim victory so Yusuf 
Qadir Khan assigned Khizr Baba, who was born in Khotan but whose mother originated from 
western Turkestan's Mawarannahr, to take care of the shrine of the 4 Imams at their tomb and after 
Yusuf Qadir Khan's conquest of new land in Altishahr towards the east, he adopted the title "King of 
the East and China".54 Due to the Imams deaths in battle and burial in Khotan, Altishahr, despite 
their foreign origins, they are viewed as local saints by the current Muslim population in the region. 55 


Muslim works such as Hudid al-‘Alam contained anti-Buddhist rhetoric and polemic against 
Buddhist Khotan, aimed at "dehumanizing" the Khotanese Buddhists, and the Muslims Kara- 
Khanids conquered Khotan just 26 years following the completion of Hudūd al-‘Alam.! 


Muslims gouged the eyes of Buddhist murals along Silk Road caves and Kashgari recorded in his 
Turkic dictionary an anti-Buddhist poem/folk song. 


Satug Bughra Khan and his son directed endeavors to proselytize Islam among the Turks and 
engage in military conquests.®*! The Islamic conquest of Khotan led to alarm in the east and 
Dunhuang's Cave 17, which contained Khotanese literary works, was closed shut possibly after its 
caretakers heard that Khotan's Buddhist buildings were razed by the Muslims, and Khotan had 
suddenly ceased to be Buddhist.» 


In 1006, the Muslim Kara-Khanid ruler Yusuf Kadir (Qadir) Khan of Kashgar conquered Khotan, 
ending Khotan's existence as an independent state. The war was described as a Muslim Jihad (holy 


war) by the Japanese Professor Takao Moriyasu. The Karakhanid Turkic Muslim writer Mahmud al- 
Kashgari recorded a short Turkic language poem about the conquest: 


English translation: 


We came down on them like a flood, 
We went out among their cities, 
We tore down the idol-temples, 
We shat on the Buddha's head! 


[56][57][59][60][ verification needeal[61][62] 


In Turkic: 


kalginiayd agtimiz 

kandlar tiza Ciqtimiz 
furxan avin yigtimiz 
Due liza sictimiz 


Idols of "infidels" were subjected to desecration by being defecated upon by Muslims when the 
"infidel" country was conquered by the Muslims, according to Muslim tradition. ©! 


Islamic conquest of the Buddhist Uighurs| edit] 


The Buddhist Uyghurs of the Kingdom of Qocho and Turfan were converted to Islam by conquest 
during a ghazat (holy war) at the hands of the Muslim Chagatai Khizr Khwaja. 64 


Kara Del was a Mongolian ruled and Uighur populated Buddhist Kingdom. The Muslim Chagatai 
Khan Mansur invaded and used the sword to make the population convert to Islam. “lleetier source needed] 


After being converted to Islam, the descendants of the previously Buddhist Uyghurs in Turfan failed 
to retain memory of their ancestral legacy and falsely believed that the "infidel Kalmuks" (Dzungars) 
were the ones who built Buddhist monuments in their area. S*67II68I691 


Persecution by militaristic regimesjedit 


Imperial Japan({edit] 
Main article: Haibutsu kishaku 


Buddhist monks were forced to return to the laity, Buddhist property was confiscated, Buddhist 
institutions were closed, and Buddhist schools were reorganized under state control in the name of 
modernizing Japan during the early Meiji period.” The state-control of Buddhism was part of 
Imperial Japanese policy both at home and abroad in Korea and other conquered territories.!”1! 


Persecution in Myanmarfedit| 


The Government of Myanmar has attempted to control Buddhist institutions through coercive means, 
including the intimidation, torture, and murder of monks.” After monks played an active role in the 
protest movements against the military dictatorship in 2007, the state cracked down on Buddhist 
monks and monasteries.” 


Persecution by nationalist political partiesjedit 
Persecution in the Republic of China under the Kuomintang/edit] 


During the Northern Expedition, in 1926 in Guangxi, Kuomintang Muslim General Bai Chongxi led 
his troops in destroying Buddhist temples and smashing idols, turning the temples into schools and 
Kuomintang party headquarters.) It was reported that almost all Buddhist monasteries in Guangxi 


were destroyed by Bai in this manner. The monks were removed." Bai led a wave of anti foreignism 
in Guangxi, attacking Americans, Europeans, and other foreigners and missionaries, and generally 
making the province unsafe for foreigners. Westerners fled from the province, and some Chinese 
Christians were also attacked as imperialist agents.” The three goals of his movement were anti- 
foreignism, anti-imperialism, and anti-religion. Bai led the anti-religious movement, 

against superstition. Muslims do not believe in superstition (see Shirk (Islam)) and his religion may 
have influenced Bai to take action against the Idols in the temples and the superstitious practices 
rampant in China. Huang Shaoxiong, also a Kuomintang member of the New Guangxi Clique, 
supported Bai's campaign, and Huang was not a Muslim, the anti religious campaign was agreed 
upon by all Guangxi Kuomintang members."”4 


During the Kuomintang Pacification of Qinghai the Muslim General Ma Bufang destroyed Tibetan 
Buddhist monasteries with support from the Kuomintang government.'’” Ma served as a general in 
the National Revolutionary Army, and sought to expand the Republic of China's control over all of 
Qinghai, as well as the possibility of bringing Tibet back into the Republic by force. When Ma Bufang 
launched seven expeditions into Golog, killing thousands of Tibetans, the Republic of China 
government, known as the Kuomintang, supported Ma Bufang.'7 Ma was highly anti-communist, and 
he and his army wiped out many Tibetans in the northeast and eastern Qinghai, and 

destroyed Tibetan Buddhisttemples.”4! 


Persecution by Muslimsfedit 
Main article: Persecution by Muslims 


Afghanistan |edit] 
Main article: Buddhas of Bamiyan 


The Muslim Mughal emperor, Aurangzeb, tried to use heavy artillery to destroy the statues. Another 
attempt to destroy the Bamiyan statues was made by the 18th century Persian king Nader Afshar, 
who directed cannon fire at them.” 


The enormous statues, the male Salsal ("light shines through the universe") and the (smaller) female 
Shamama ("Queen Mother"),®! as they were called by the locals, did not fail to fire the imagination of 
Islamic writers in centuries past. The larger statue reappears as the malevolent giant Salsal in 
medieval Turkish tales." 


Afghan Muslim King Abdur Rahman Khan destroyed its face during a military campaign against the 
Shia Hazara rebellion.®2! A Frenchman named Dureau had pictured it in 1847.13 


The Bamiyan Buddhas were destroyed by the fundamentalist Islamist Taliban regime in 2001 in 
defiance of worldwide condemnation. The statues were blown up and fired upon by rockets and 
gunfire. 


Excavators at the Buddhist site of Mes Aynak have been denounced as "promoting Buddhism" and 
threatened by the Taliban and many of the Afghan excavators who are working for purely financial 
reasons don't feel any connection to the Buddhist artifacts. ©! 


Pakistan{edit] 


Swat Valley in Pakistan has many Buddhist carvings, stupas and Jehanabad contains a Seated 
Buddha statue.®Kushan era Buddhist stupas and statues in Swat valley were demolished by the 
Taliban and after two attempts by the Taliban, the Jehanabad Buddha's face was 
dynamited.!°%187188 Only the Bamiyan Buddhas were larger than the carved giant Buddha status in 
Swat near Mangalore which the Taliban attacked. The government did nothing to safeguard the 
statue after the initial attempt at destroying the Buddha, which did not cause permanent harm, and 
when the second attack took place on the statue the feet, shoulders, and face were 


demolished. Islamists such as the Taliban and looters destroyed much of Pakistan's Buddhist 
artifacts left over from the Buddhist Gandhara civilization especially in Swat Valley.®" The Taliban 
deliberately targeted Gandhara Buddhist relics for destruction.» The Christian Archbishop of 
Lahore Lawrence John Saldanha wrote a letter to Pakistan's government denouncing the Taliban 
activities in Swat Valley including their destruction of Buddha statues and their attacks on Christians, 
Sikhs, and Hindus.”3 Gandhara Buddhist artifacts were illegally looted by smugglers. A 
rehabilitation attempt on the Buddha was made by Luca Olivieri from Italy." A group of Italians 
helped repair the Buddha."4 


Bangladesh |edit] 
See also: Persecution of indigenous peoples in Bangladesh, 2012 Ramu violence, and Freedom of 
religion in Bangladesh 


In Bangladesh, the persecution of the indigenous tribes of the Chittagong Hill Tracts such as 

the Chakma, Marma, Tripura and others who are mainly Buddhists, Hindus, Christians, and 
Animists, has been described as genocidal. 79910011011 The Chittagong Hill Tracts are located 
bordering India, Myanmar and the Bay of Bengal, and is the home to 500,000 indigenous people. 
The perpetrators of are the Bangladeshi military and the Bengali Muslim settlers, who together have 
burned down Buddhist and Hindu temples, killed many Chakmas, and carried out a policy of gang- 
rape against the indigenous people. There are also accusations of Chakmas being forced to convert 
to Islam, many of them children who have been abducted for this purpose. The conflict started soon 
after Bangladeshi independence in 1972 when the Constitution imposed Bengali as the sole official 
language, Islam as the state religion - with no cultural or linguistic rights to minority populations. 
Subsequently, the government encouraged and sponsored massive settlement by Bangladeshis in 
region, which changed the demographics from 98 percent indigenous in 1971 to fifty percent by 
2000. The government allocated a full third of the Bangladeshi military to the region to support the 
settlers, sparking a protracted guerilla war between Hill tribes and the military.®* During this conflict 
which officially ended in 1997, and in the subsequent period, a large number of human rights 
violations against the indigenous peoples have been reported, with violence against indigenous 
women being particularly extreme. 1011105) 


During the 2012 Ramu violence a 25,000-strong mob set fire to at least five temples and dozens of 
homes throughout the town and surrounding villages after seeing the picture, which they claimed 
was posted by Uttam Barua, a local Buddhist man, AFP reported." 


Bengali settlers and soldiers have raped native Jumma (Chakma) women "with impunity" with the 
Bangladeshi security forces doing little to protect the Jummas and instead assisting the rapists and 
settlers.!'°| The settlers are Muslims."°!The Karuna Bihar Buddhist temple was attacked by Bengali 
settlers.!107 


Indiajedit] 


The Ladakh Buddhist Association has said: "There is a deliberate and organised design to convert 
Kargil's Buddhists to Islam. In the last four years, about 50 girls and married women with children 
were taken and converted from village Wakha alone. If this continues unchecked, we fear that 
Buddhists will be wiped out from Kargil in the next two decades or so. Anyone objecting to such 
allurement and conversions is harassed.""'%ll'091 


Maldivesjedit] 
Main articles: Buddhism in the Maldives and National Museum (Maldives) 


The destruction of the Buddhist artifacts by Islamists took place on the day in which Mohamed 
Nasheed was toppled as President in a coup." 


Buddhist antiquities were obliterated by Islamist radicals in the National Museum." The Museum 
was stormed by Islamists who destroyed the Buddhist artifacts." 121131 


The non Muslim artifacts of Buddhist provenance were specifically singled out by the 
attackers.!'41 The destruction was caught on camera.!""5 


Most of Maldive's Buddhist physical history was obliterated.!''4 


Hindu artifacts were also targeted for obliteration and the actions have been compared to the attacks 
on the Buddhas of Bamiyan by the Taliban. (171181119 


7 February 2012 was the date of the anti-Buddhist attack by the Islamists." 
Myanmart{edit] 


The violence and long lasting tension was reignited on 28 May 2012. It was reported that daughter of 
U Hla Tin, of Thabyechaung Village named Ma Thida Htwe aged 27 was raped then killed by three 
Muslim men. These men were later arrested. !'21I!1241 


Tensions between Buddhist and Muslim ethnic groups flared into violent 

clashes in Meiktila, Mandalay Division in 2013. The violence started on 20 March after a Muslim gold 
shop owner, his wife, and two Muslim employees assaulted a Buddhist customer and her husband in 
an argument over a golden hairpin. A large Buddhist mob formed and began to destroy the shop. 
The heavily outnumbered police reportedly told the mob to disperse after they had destroyed the 
shop. {12811241 


On the same day, a local Buddhist monk passing on the back of a motorbike was attacked by four 
Muslims. According to witnesses, the driver was attacked with a sword, causing him to crash, while 
the monk was also hit in the head with the sword. Per a witness, one of the men doused the monk 
woth fuel and burnt him alive. The monk died in the hospital."*4IThe killing of the monk caused the 
relatively contained situation to explode, greatly increasing intensity and violence. "?31 


Thailand (edit) 
See also: South Thailand insurgency 


Primarily Buddhist Thailand has been involved in a fight with Muslim insurgents in the South. 
Buddhists have been beheaded"**! and clergy and teachers are frequently threatened with 
death." Shootings of Buddhists are quite frequent in the South,!"77128 as are bombings, "*l'2 and 
attacks on religious establishments." 


Xinjiang[edit] 


During the Kumul Rebellion in Xinjiang in the 1930s, Buddhist murals were deliberately vandalized 
by Muslims." 


Buddhist murals at the Bezeklik Thousand Buddha Caves were damaged by local Muslim population 
whose religion proscribed figurative images of sentient beings, the eyes and mouths in particular 
were often gouged out. Pieces of murals were also broken off for use as fertilizer by the locals. 133 


Uyghur Muslim opposition to a Buddhist Aspara statue in Ürümqi in Xinjiang was cited as a possible 
reason for its destruction in 2012.134135 A Muslim Kazakh viewed a giant Buddha statue near Urümqi 
as "alien cultural symbols".!"%4 

Persecution by Liberation Tigers of Tamil 

Eelam Supportersjedit 

Australiajedit] 


After the defeat of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam in 2009, acid was thrown on 
two Sinhalese men. The attack was linked to the son of a local LTTE supporter Tamils."37 


Indiajedit] 


in 2013, a Sri Lankan Buddhist monk, on a study tour at the Big Temple in Thanjavur, was assaulted 
by a few individuals beloning to Tamils organizations Naam Tamilar Katchi and the Thamizh Desiya 
Podhuvudamai Katchi, which were supporters of LTTE. Eleven persons were arrested by the 

police. 11381139] 


Sri Lankaj{edit] 


During the Sri Lankan Civil War, Buddhists were the victims of many terrorist attacks perpetrated by 
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam, which was made up of mostly Hindus but consisted of 
Christians too." During this period, the pinnacle of Buddhists; the Temple of the Tooth, where the 
sacred tooth relic of the Lord Buddha is kept and worshiped was attacked by the LTTE. 17 including 
a 2-year old infant were killed in the incident.In the Anuradhapura massacre, LTTE cadres drove to 
the Sri Maha Bodhi shrine and gunned down nuns, monks and civilians as they were worshipping 
inside the Buddhist shrine."4] 146 Sinhalese men, women and children were killed in 
Anuradhapura." The Aranthalawa Massacre was the killing of 33 Buddhist monks and four civilians 
by the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam. The sacred Bo tree that relates to the Acetic tree, under 
which the Buddha attained Buddhahood was also attacked by the said terrorist group, killing around 
three hundred pilgrims." 


Persecution by Christiansfedit] 


Main articles: Buddhism and Christianity and History of Christian thought on persecution and 
tolerance 


Indiajedit] 


The National Socialist Council of Nagaland has been accused of demanding money and food from 
Buddhists living along the Assam-Arunachal border. It has also been accused by Buddhists of 
forcing locals to convert to Christianity. The NSCN is also suspected of burning down the Rangphra 
temple in Arunachal Pradesh. !"'#! 


The National Liberation Front of Tripura has shut down and attacked Hindu and Buddhist 
orphanages, hospitals, temples and schools in Tripura.!“4l'45) They have also been accused of force 
converting Buddhists to Christianity.""44 


A mass scale ethnic riot was initiated by the Baptist Church in Tripura in 1980 by which 

both Hindu and Buddhist tribes faced systematic ethnic cleansing. Thousands of women kidnapped 
and then raped and even forced to convert to Christianity. Reports state that the terrorists received 
aid from international Christian groups. The Christian tribals also received aid from the NLFT."47 This 
was the state's worst ethnic riot.!"4 


South Koreajedit] 


Some South Korean Buddhists have denounced what they view as discriminatory measures against 
them and their religion by the administration of President Lee Myung-bak, which they attribute to Lee 
being part of the Somang Presbyterian Church in Seoul." 


The Buddhist Jogye Order has accused the Lee government of discriminating against Buddhism and 
favoring Christianity by ignoring certain Buddhist temples but including Christian churches in certain 
public documents." In 2006, according to the Asia Times, "Lee also sent a video prayer message 
to a Christian rally held in the southern city of Busan in which the worship leader prayed feverishly: 
‘Lord, let the Buddhist temples in this country crumble down!"""=Further, according to an article 

in Buddhist-Christian Studies: "Over the course of the last decade [1990s] a fairly large number of 
Buddhist temples in South Korea have been destroyed or damaged by fire by misguided Christian 


fundamentalists. More recently, Buddhist statues have been identified as idols, and attacked and 
decapitated in the name of Jesus. Arrests are hard to effect, as the arsonists and vandals work by 
stealth of night." A 2008 incident in which police investigated protesters who had been given 
sanctuary in the Jogye temple in Seoul and searched a car driven by Jigwan, executive chief of the 
Jogye order, led to protests by Buddhists who claimed that police had treated Jigwan as a 
criminal, "491 


In March 2009, in an effort to reach out to Buddhists affected by recent events, the President and 
First Lady participated in a Korean Buddhist conference where he and his wife were seen joining 
palms in prayer during chanting along with participants."5" The discomfort among the Buddhists has 
gradually decreased since then. !'51'59) 


Sri Lankaj{edit] 


Under British rule, Christians were openly favoured for jobs and promotions."*4| Robert Inglis, a 19th- 
century British Conservative, likened Buddhism to "idolatry" during a parliamentary debate over the 
relationship of "Buddhist priests" to the British colonial government, in 1852.155! During the Sri 
Lankan Civil War, Buddhists were the victims of many terrorist attacks perpetrated by the Liberation 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam, which was made up of mostly Hindus but consisted of Christians 

too."'40 During this period, the pinnacle of Buddhists; the Temple of the Tooth, where the sacred 
tooth relic of the Lord Buddha is kept and worshiped was attacked by the LTTE. The sacred Bo tree 
that relates to the Acetic tree, under which the Buddha attained Buddhahood was also attacked by 
the said terrorist group, killing around three hundred pilgrims.'"“ 


Vietnam(edit] 
Main articles: Buddhist crisis, Hué Phat Dan shootings, Hué chemical attacks, and Xá Loi Pagoda 
raids 


As early as 1953 rumoured allegations had surfaced of discrimination against Buddhists in Vietnam. 
These allegations stated that Catholic Vietnamese armed by the French had been raiding villages. 
By 1961, the shelling of pagodas in Vietnam was being reported in the Australian and American 
media.!59 


After the Catholic Ngô Dinh Diém came to power in South Vietnam, backed by the United States, he 
favoured his relatives and co-religionists over Buddhists. Though Buddhists made up 80% of 
Vietnam's population, Catholics were given high positions in the army and civil service. Half of the 
123 National Assembly members were Catholic. Buddhists also required special government permits 
to hold large meetings, a stipulation generally made for meetings of trade unions."57 In May 1963, 
the government forbade the flying of Buddhist flags on Vesak. After Buddhist protesters clashed with 
government troops, nine people were killed."57 In protest, the Buddhist monk Thich Quang 

Đúc burned himself to death in Saigon.!53 On August 21, the Xa Lgi Pagoda raids led to a death toll 
estimated in the hundreds. 


Persecution in Nepaliedit 
See also: Banishment of Buddhist monks from Nepal 


The banishment of Buddhist monks from Nepal was part of a Rana government campaign to 
suppress the resurgence of Theravada Buddhism in Nepal in the early decades of the 20th 
century.''51 There were two deportations of monks from Kathmandu, in 1926 and 1944. (seitteoit16111162] 


The exiled monks were the first group of monks to be seen in Nepal since the 14th century. They 
were at the forefront of a movement to revive Theravada Buddhism which had disappeared from the 
country more than five hundred years ago. The Rana regime disapproved of Buddhism and Nepal 
Bhasa, the mother tongue of the Newar people. It saw the activities of the monks and their growing 


following as a threat. When police harassment and imprisonment failed to deter the monks, all of 
whom were Newars, they were deported. !'5sIt161) 


Among the charges made against them were preaching a new faith, converting Hindus, encouraging 
women to renounce and thereby undermining family life and writing books in Nepal Bhasa. "esms 


Persecution under Communism{edit] 
Cambodia under the Khmer Rougejedit] 


The Khmer Rouge, which was basically Maoist, actively imposed an atheistic agrarian revolution, 
resulting in the persecution of ethnic minorities and Buddhist monks during their reign from 1975 to 
1979.185168 Buddhist institutions and temples were destroyed and Buddhist monks and teachers 
were killed in large numbers."® A third of the nation's monasteries were destroyed along with 
numerous holy texts and items of high artistic quality. 25,000 Buddhist monks were massacred by 
the regime."® Pol Pot believed that Buddhism was a decadent affectation, and he sought to 
eliminate its 1,500-year-old mark on Cambodia," while still maintaining the structures of the 
traditional Buddhist base."®! 


China{edit] 
See also: Chinese Buddhism 


Since the communist revolution, Buddhism was severely restricted and brought under state-control 
at times. [ciation neeaedi |n addition, "Marxist-Leninist atheism has been widely publicized, resulting in 
steadily decreasing religious communities", especially in areas with developed economies. In 1989, 
less than 12% of the population held religious beliefs."*! During the Cultural Revolution, Buddhists 
were actively persecuted and sent for re-education, and temples, statues, and sutras were 
vandalized and destroyed. In recent years, Buddhism has been undergoing a revival but most 
Buddhist institutions are within the confines of the state. [citation needed 


Tibet[edit] 


Although many temples and monasteries have been rebuilt after the cultural revolution, Tibetan 
Buddhists have largely been confined by the Government of the People's Republic of 

China." Buddhist monks and nuns have been reported tortured and killed by the Chinese military, 
according to all human rights groups." There were over 6,000 monasteries in Tibet, and nearly all 
of them were ransacked and destroyed by the Chinese communists, mainly during the Cultural 
Revolution."'721 Analysis of a bulk of documents has shown that many Tibetan Buddhist monasteries 
were destroyed by the Chinese communists before the cultural revolution. !"7llnctin citation giver] Moreover, 
the "Chinese Communist Party has launched a three-year drive to promote atheism in the Buddhist 
region of Tibet", with Xiao Huaiyuan, a leader in the Chinese Communist Party Propaganda 
Department in Tibet, stating that it would "help peasants and herdsmen free themselves from the 
negative influence of religion. Intensifying propaganda on atheism is especially important for Tibet 
because atheism plays an extremely important role in promoting economic construction, social 
advancement and socialist spiritual civilization in the region." He further said it would push "people of 
all ethnic groups in the region to raise their ideological and ethical quality, to learn a civilized and 
healthy life style and to strive to build a united, prosperous and civilized new Tibet.""'41 


Mongolia{edit| 


Buddhist monks were persecuted in Mongolia during communist rule up until democratization in 
1990.175 Khorloogiin Choibalsan declared 17,000 of the monks to be enemies of the state and 
deported them to Siberian labor camps, where many perished. Almost all of Mongolia's over 700 
Buddhist monasteries were looted or destroyed.!74 


North Koreajedit] 


During the 1960s and 1970s, "North Korea effectively exterminated all signs of Buddhism” in the 
region."77 


Vietnam(edit] 


Despite the communist regime's hostility, Buddhism is still widely practiced in Vietnam. According 
to Human Rights News, "Vietnam continues to systematically imprison and persecute independent 
Buddhists as well as followers of other religions.""'8! The leaders of the Unified Buddhist 
Congregation of Vietnam, Thich Huyén Quang and Thich Quang Déwere imprisoned for 

decades. Thich Nhat Hanh has spoken out about the wiping out of his spiritual tradition in 
Vietnam."79) 


